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Public Health Law & Policy

We are a nonprofit corporation that improves community health 
outcomes by building the capacity of public health leadersto use 
sophisticated legal and policy tools in their everyday practice.

We are a multi-disciplinary team of lawyers, urban planners, 
policy analysts ςmany also with advanced training in public 
health; all committed to working with public health agencies 
and their community-based partners. 



Our Approach



Topics We Work On
Law & Policy: Understanding the Framework

ÅPreemption
ÅEnforcement 

Creating Opportunities for Physical Activity
ÅSafe Routes to School
ÅComplete Streets
ÅJoint Use Agreements
ÅChild-Care & Schools

Creating Access to Healthy Foods in Communities
ÅCŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ϧ tǊƻŘǳŎŜ /ŀǊǘǎ
ÅHealthy Corner Stores
ÅCommunity Gardens
ÅFast Food Regulation
ÅSugar-Sweetened Beverage Consumption

Creating Access to Healthy Foods in Schools
ÅHealthy Vending
ÅHealthy Food Environment Strategies
ÅJunk Food & Beverage Advertising 

Neighborhood Design & Development
ÅLand Use
ÅTransportation Planning
ÅEconomic Development & Redevelopment
ÅCommunity Engagement Strategies

Tobacco Control
ÅSmokefreeHousing & Outdoor Areas
ÅSecondhand Smoke
ÅTobacco Marketing, Sales, & Distribution
ÅTobacco Retailer Licensing

Climate Change
ÅHealth and Climate Change Connections
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The Power of State and Local 
Government to Create Policy

ÅPre-constitutional authority 

inherent in colonial 

governments

ÅUnder the U.S. 

Constitution, the states 

have primary responsibility 

for public health.

ÅThe authority is known as 

police power.

ÅPower confirmed in the 

10th Amendment.



What is Police Power?

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ άǇƻƭƛǘŜƛŀ έ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΥ

state, administration, government.



What Is ñPolice Powerò?

The power of government toé 

Åpromote the public health, 

morals, or safety, and the general 

well-being of the community

Åenact and enforce laws for the 

promotion of the general welfare

Åregulate private rights in the 

public interest



Examples of Police Power 
& Public Health Policy



Basic Requirements

Exercise of police power:

ÅCan not be arbitrary or oppressive;

ÅMust be rationally related to public health, morals, safety, 
or general welfare; and

ÅMust be reasonably designed to correct a condition 
adversely affecting the public good.

ÅCan notviolate state and federal constitutions



4LocalPolicy Strategies

1. Comprehensive Planning

2. Complete Streets

3. Safe Routes to Schools

4. Joint Use Agreements



ά¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ 
ŦƻǊ CǳǘǳǊŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ

statement of development policies

Comprehensive Plans


