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“The way we treat our children in the dawn 

of their lives and the way we treat our 

elderly in the twilight of their lives is a 

measure of the quality of a nation.”  
 

 Hubert Humphrey 
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The Demographic Context of  
Elder Abuse 

*As of July 1, 2010 
Source: MetLife Mature Market Institute analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, National  Monthly Population Estimates 



Why Should We Consider 
Conceptual Frameworks? 

• Elder mistreatment has been described as 
atheoretical.   

• No grand theory exists…or does it, or should 
it? 

• Ontological considerations, epistemological 
considerations 

• Organizing frameworks can define approaches 
both theoretical and applied 
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Uri Bronfenbrenner (1986)—Socioecological Model: 

Micro, meso, exo, and macrosystems conception as 

applied to public health 
  

The Ecological Model 



Perspectives on the Ecological Model 
üOriginally conceptualized for children  

üProvides a multi-level, nested systems approach to 
considering the problem 

üHighlights the importance of “levels” or layers of thinking 

üAttaches responsibility/responsivity to micro through 
macrosystems 

üSystems are not intersecting, but rather nested 

üDifficult to measure or consider all of these when 
conducting research or designing interventions 

üIdea of time “Chronosystem” is difficult to apply  
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NAS Sociocultural Framework (2003) 
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Perspectives on the NAS Model 
ÁSpecifically designed to explain elder mistreatment 

ÁLike the Ecological Model, considers a variety of contributors to 
mistreatment 

ÁBuilds on elders in relationship with others 

ÁTakes into consideration dynamics of power, exchange, and 
inequality 

Á Includes outcomes 

Á Issue of the “trusted other” 

ÁDoes not include self-neglect 

ÁDoes not address “time” 

ÁNeeds deeper consideration of characteristics of the abuser 
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Cycle of Violence Theory 

Source: MetLife Mature Market Institute, The MetLife Study of Elder Financial Abuse, Table 4, 2011 



Perspectives on the  
Cycle of Violence Theory 
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üDerived from the domestic violence literature 
üControversial 
üSituational and short-term 
üEasily comprehensible to lay persons 
üNot everyone who commits elder abuse was 

reared in a home in which violence took place 
üCould excuse the perpetrator from culpability  
ü Inconsistent support for this theory 
 



Life Course Perspective 

Source: MetLife Mature Market Institute, The MetLife Study of Elder Financial Abuse, Table 5, 2011 



Perspectives on the  
Life Course Perspective 
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üProvides context for action and intervention 
üMultiple ways to apply 
ü“Not a theory” conundrum 
üMisapplication of central tendency 
üConfounding social change and social forces 
üNeglects intercohort variability 
üConfuses time with change 
üMaking choices becomes a “problem” 



Other Constructs  
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Power and Control 
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Other Selected Constructs, 
Continued 

 

 
üCumulative Inequality Theory 
üSocial Exchange Theory 
üCaregiver Stress/Family Stress 

Theory 
üNeutralization 
üPublic Health Model 
üRestorative Justice Model 
üAdult Protective Services Model 
üEthics of Care 
üEconomic Theories 

 



Questions and Comments  

pteaster@uky.edu  

16 


