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Connecting knowledge with action to strengthen our economic, social and environmental future 



Addressing sustainability challenges requires the ability to  
engage with diverse partners, goals, values, and knowledge 
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 How To Begin the Research Partnership 

 How to Grow the Partnership 

 How to Decide What Will Be Studied 

   Who decides on the research agenda and research questions? 

   Is it more important to solve a problem or to     
 understand the problem at a basic level? 

   When is enough known? 

   Who owns the data? 
 

 

Engaging with stakeholders:  Some key questions 
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Engagement preferences of stakeholder can sometimes be quantified 



Rural Zone 

Growth Zone 

Using towns as engaged research laboratories 

Evan Richert, Town Planner  



Local engaged research can generate solutions of relevance   
to larger scales and other contexts 



Meet them where they are…. 



Listen to their stories… 



Ask them to show you their world… 



Create shared stories 
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We subject our engaged research to empirical scrutiny!   
(Representative papers – more than 60 publications to date) 



Some of the disciplinary expertise used in examining the 
effectiveness of our engaged research 

• Communication 

• Psychology 

• Anthropology 

• Sociology 

• Behavioral economics 

• Decision science 

• Geography  

• Political science 

• Public policy 

• Planning 

• Law 

• Design  



“ 
 
 
“The prescription for universities is what business…would call 
project management…. You organize people to build a car, and 
you’ll know when the job is complete because someone can 
drive from Point A to Point B in an affordable way. This is not 
commonly the way universities are organized, which is why it is 
interesting to see Maine so far out front in introducing a 
solutions center.” 
 
- William Clark, Harvard University, Mitchell Lecture on Sustainability 
 

What structures are needed to enable collaboration? 



Engaged research can be enhanced by developing a shared ethos 



For more stories about the lessons we’ve learned… 



Engaged research: Views from inside and beyond the Academy 


