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The context of trust

TRUSTOR TRUSTEE DOMAIN

Predictors of trust

Outcomes of trust

Who do we trust?



www.covidstates.org 



The Civic Health and Institutions Project (CHIP50)
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Trust tracker:  chip50.org/trust-in-institutions



Trust in science, information, and behavior



Trust and news consumption over time



Predictors of COVID-19 news consumption



Trust and COVID misperceptions over time



COVID-19 vaccine misperceptions

COVID-19 vaccines can alter 
people’s DNA. 

COVID-19 vaccines contain the lung 
tissue of aborted fetuses. 

COVID-19 vaccines contain 
microchips that could track people. 

COVID-19 vaccines can cause 
infertility, making it more difficult 
to get pregnant.



Misperceptions about COVID-19



Predictors of holding vaccine misperceptions: the role of trust



Do Americans knowingly disagree with scientific views on vaccines?



Do Americans knowingly disagree with scientific views on vaccines?



SO WHAT: Predictors of being vaccinated (misinformation, uncertainty, trust)



Not just COVID: Predictors of believing the 2020 election was stolen



Trust in science and partisanship



Trust in knowledge-producing institutions in the US

Trust in science competes with a number 
of alternative logics: intuition, religion, 
conspiratorial thinking, partisanship, etc.



Trust in science by party: 1970s – 2020s (GSS)



Percent Americans who trust science “A great deal” (GSS)



Confidence in science: predictors by decade (GSS)



Trust in science: Demographics and partisanship (1970s – 2020s, GSS)

Trust: Demographic stability

Party: Demographic sorting 

Trust & knowledge polarized



Trust in science and social distance from scientists



Trust in science and similarity to scientists

Science stereotypes
• Male
• White
• Younger
• More Educated
• Higher income
• More liberal
• Atheist/agnostic



Predictors of trust in science: similarity to scientists

Do you think that people in the 
following professions are different
from you or similar to you? 

Please answer on a scale from 0 to 
100 where 0 is "very different" and 
100 is "very similar”:

Scientist



Distance from science: COVID-19 vaccine misperceptions



Conjoint experiment: Choose your scientist



The End


	Slide Number 1
	The context of trust
	Slide Number 3
	The Civic Health and Institutions Project (CHIP50)
	Team members
	Trust tracker:  chip50.org/trust-in-institutions
	Slide Number 9
	Trust and news consumption over time
	Predictors of COVID-19 news consumption
	Trust and COVID misperceptions over time
	COVID-19 vaccine misperceptions
	Misperceptions about COVID-19
	Predictors of holding vaccine misperceptions: the role of trust
	Do Americans knowingly disagree with scientific views on vaccines?
	Do Americans knowingly disagree with scientific views on vaccines?
	SO WHAT: Predictors of being vaccinated (misinformation, uncertainty, trust)
	Not just COVID: Predictors of believing the 2020 election was stolen
	Slide Number 20
	Trust in knowledge-producing institutions in the US
	Trust in science by party: 1970s – 2020s (GSS)
	Percent Americans who trust science “A great deal” (GSS)
	Confidence in science: predictors by decade (GSS)
	Trust in science: Demographics and partisanship (1970s – 2020s, GSS)
	Slide Number 31
	Trust in science and similarity to scientists
	Predictors of trust in science: similarity to scientists
	Distance from science: COVID-19 vaccine misperceptions
	Conjoint experiment: Choose your scientist
	The End

