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A  Brief History  
 



NIH Funding 

Graph: Federation of American Scientists 



In the long run, science is self-correcting, but “in the shorter term, 
the checks and balances that once ensured scientific fidelity have 
been hobbled.” 
       -Francis Collins and Lawrence Tabak 



PLOS Medicine, 30 August 2005 
 



Nature, 26 May 2016 
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Journalists Judging Science 
 Is it surprising? 

 Is there conflict? 

 Is it just a pitch? 

 Is it credible? 

 



PLOS One, 21 February 2017 
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Lessons from the Past 
 Phlogiston  



JJ Becher – father of phlogiston 

Source: wikipedia public domain 
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Trustworthy Science 
 Higgs Boson 

 Climate Change 

 LIGO 













Public Perceptions 
 



Jim Borgman, Cincinnati Inquirer and King 
Features Syndicate 1997 



Biological Psychiatry, 15 November 2017 





Disclosure: I wrote this book. 
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