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Prison Safety



Limited Attention and Cognition
• One-page summaries
• Reports written at an 8th grade 

level
• Use power style (lead with 

conclusions)
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Limited Attention and Cognition
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Criminal Justice Reform



Limited Attention and Cognition
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Inaccurate Beliefs

De-Biasing
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https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/utah.legislative.auditor.general.s.office/viz/Audit2020-08Figure3_2/Figure3_2


Social Preferences and Social Norms
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Social Comparisons
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https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/utah.legislative.auditor.general.s.office/viz/Audit2020-08Figure2_3/Figure2_3


Policy Changes
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Bills Passed (2021-2023):
• SB159 – creation of Information Sharing 

Governance Board
• SB139 – requires the Department of Corrections 

to implement evidence-based programs
• SB403 – requires creation of a criminal justice 

database
• SB179 – creation of local criminal justice 

coordinating councils

• HB352 – defined recidivism terms in statute and 
established reporting standards

• HB246 – prioritized public safety in making 
offender decisions

• SB150 – creation of a criminal justice data 
management task force

• HB44 – requires annual report to Lawn 
Enforcement and Criminal Justice Interim 
Committee
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Thank you
• Brian Dean, bdean@le.utah.gov
• Brent Packer, bpacker@le.utah.gov


	Influencing Criminal Justice Policy
	Prison Safety
	Limited Attention and Cognition
	Limited Attention and Cognition
	Criminal Justice Reform
	Limited Attention and Cognition
	Inaccurate Beliefs
	Social Preferences and Social Norms
	Policy Changes
	Thank you

