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When asked why their understanding of why they initially entered the foster care 
young people most frequently referenced parental substance abuse or mental health 
issues, poverty, and racism.

Family rejection was seldom the reason for initial placement in foster care, but 
rejection by both family of origin and foster parents, and mistreatment by peers, 
caregivers, and workers presented as a barrier to permanency

Participants spent significantly more time talking about the harms that they 
experienced as a result of being in foster care, then they did about harm or 
mistreatment within their families of origin that contributed to their placement. 

This data indicates that we need were need to avoid settling into a single narrative of 
family rejection as a reason for LGBTQ youth’s disproportionate representation in 
care, and expand our understanding to look at the roles of systemic racism and state 
surveillance and the harms perpetrated by the “child protective” system itself



Profound lack of worker and caregiver competency

Increased placement disruption as compared to LGB youth (approximately 
twice as many placements)

Barriers to housing, education, and employment that contributed to 
engagement in the underground economy

Support from trans community networks and within trans specific services 
provided by LGBT Centers

Barriers to accessing gender-affirming medical care that had a profoundly 
negative mental health impact

“As an LGBT community, people tell us that we’re freaks, that we’re crazy but 
we’re going to do it anyway to be ourselves. And I love the strength that I see the 
trans people have within LGBTQ because we’re fighting to be ourselves.” – Teal




