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DOLORES ACEVEDO-GARCIA is the Samuel F. and Rose B. Gingold Professor of Human Development and 

Social Policy, and Director of the Institute for Child, Youth and Family Policy at the Heller School for 

Social Policy and Management, Brandeis University. 

Her research focuses on the social determinants of racial/ethnic inequities in health (e.g. residential 

segregation, neighborhood inequality, immigrant adaptation); the role of social policies in reducing 

those inequities (e.g. housing policies, immigrant policies); and the health and wellbeing of children with 

special needs and their families. 

Dr. Acevedo-Garcia is Project Director for diversitydatakids.org, a comprehensive research program and 

indicator database on child wellbeing and opportunity by race/ethnicity across multiple sectors (e.g., 

education, health, housing and neighborhoods) and geographies, funded by the W.K. Kellogg 

Foundation and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. She is the Principal Investigator on Including 

Children of Immigrants in the Post-Pandemic Economic Recovery Efforts and Safety Net, a Rapid 

Response Research Award from the W.T. Grant Foundation and the Spencer Foundation.  

In 2017-19, she was a member of the congressionally-mandated National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering and Medicine Committee on Building an Agenda to Reduce the Number of Children in 

Poverty by Half in 10 Years. The Committee's report "A Roadmap to Reducing Child Poverty" was 

released in February 2019. She was a member of the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on How 

Housing Matters for Families and Children (2009-2014). 

She received her B.A. in Public Administration from El Colegio de Mexico (Mexico City), and her MPA-

URP and Ph.D. in Public Policy with a concentration in Demography from the Woodrow Wilson School of 

Public and International Affairs at Princeton University. 

SANDRA BARRUECO is a professor of psychology at The Catholic University of America, where she directs 

the doctoral program in clinical psychology. She also serves as director of the University’s Institute on 

Latin American and Iberian Studies.  Her research program utilizes a prevention science framework to 

examine and address developmental and mental health difficulties among language-minority, 

immigrant, and migrant children. Dr. Barrueco developed and co-led the first nationally-representative 

study of its kind of Migrant and Seasonal Head Start with over 1400 participants focused on infants, 

toddlers, preschoolers and their agricultural families. Further, she engages in the local and national 

communities, including D.C. Bilingual Charter School, the Advisory Committee of the American 

Psychological Association Presidential Task Force on Immigration, the federal Expert Panel on Research 

Methods with Young Dual Language Learners, and the Policy and Communications Committee of the 

Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD). In terms of training, Dr. Barrueco obtained her 

doctorate at the University of Denver in clinical child psychology with an emphasis in cognitive 



 

neuroscience and an internship at Children’s National Medical Center in clinical child and pediatric 

psychology. She focused on the identification and prevention of developmental and mental health 

difficulties as a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of Neuropsychology at Kennedy Krieger Institute. 

She also completed a research postdoctoral fellowship in the Department of Mental Health at the Johns 

Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, where she designed and conducted prevention and 

intervention science investigations. Dr. Barrueco is a licensed psychologist in Maryland and the District 

of Columbia. To learn more about Dr. Barrueco, please see her faculty and lab webpages. 

ROSA JULIA GARCIA RIVERA is the Chief Operating Officer at Gads Hill Center in Chicago, IL. She is an Illinois 

state Licensed Clinical Professional Therapist with over 25 years of culturally competent clinical 

experience in the mental health services field. In 2016, she became the Director of Mental Health and 

Youth Services at Gads Hill Center. With a specialty in child and adolescent mental health, as well as a 

depth of experience in serving children and families with severe trauma in communities that face high 

rates of racial and systemic inequities. In her current role as Chief Operating Officer, she leads 150 staff 

members who provide Mental Health Services, Youth Programs, Community Initiatives and Early 

Childhood Education. In her work at Gads Hill Center, Rosa Julia has created and implemented data 

driven models to support various cultural, developmental, and diverse needs of target populations.  

Rosa Julia has taught master’s level courses and was previously an adjunct professor at a variety of 

institutions with her most recent at Erikson Institute. In 2017, she completed a 2-year leadership 

program through Georgetown School of Nonprofit Management. This learning experience led to the 

betterment of her nonprofit leadership, advocacy, civic engagement, and communication skills. In 2019, 

she completed Bridgespan’s “Leading for Impact” program. As project lead, she supported and co-

created the Gads Hill Center's theory of change, program logic models, and designed the quality 

improvement model for the agency. Ms. Garcia Rivera received her bachelor’s degree from Northern 

Illinois University, and her master’s degree in Counseling Education from Northeastern University. She 

works systematically, taking a non-judgmental, strengths-based approach, to create desired change and 

emotional growth, helping individuals and systems build internal social emotional capacity. 

MARIA-ELENA YOUNG seeks to understand the impact of the U.S. immigration system on the well-being of 

immigrants and their families. She is examining the ways in which national, state, and local policies 

create contexts of both immigrant integration and criminalization and the impact of these contexts on 

health. Her research demonstrates the patterns of criminalization and integration policies across U.S. 

states and the association between these policy contexts on health inequities. Dr. Young received her 

PhD in Community Health Sciences from University of California, Los Angeles. 
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