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Site and Situation Site: ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ 
physical attributes of the place (topography, 
climate, soils, water bodies, flora/fauna)

Site Č Influences hazard exposure

Å All places are unique
Å Place and its geographic context 

influence vulnerability and coping 
capacity/resilience

SituationČ Diversity in at risk places and human consequences 

Situation: location relative to the  
surroundings and other places (accessibility, 
connectivity, proximity)

https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/883050



Evidence to support socially-vulnerable 
populations:(Social Vulnerability Index or SoVI)

Evidence to support pre-existing resilience capacities:
(Baseline Resilience Indicators for Communities or CBRIC)

Challenge 1: Recognize Diverse Consequences



1 death
9,500 evacuated

1329 structures destroyed
$1.15 B ($2021)

Dixie Fire, 2021
Map Source: Wikipedia

Plumas County-Rural Frontier

Density: 7.8 people/square mile
Housing units destroyed (9.1%) 

Camp Fire 2018
Map Source: Wikipedia

Butte County-WUI

Density: 129 people/square mile
Housing units destroyed (20%) 

85 deaths
52,000 evacuated

18,804 structures destroyed
Damage: $16.65B (2018$)



Greenville, CA May 2023
Photos by S. Cutter



Paradise, CA  May 2023 Photo: S. Cutter

Homes leveled by the Camp Fire line the Ridgewood Mobile 

Home Park retirement community in Paradise, Calif., Monday, 

Dec. 3, 2018. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)

Empty rows line the Ridgewood Mobile Home Park, Wednesday, 

Oct. 25, 2023, five years after the Camp Fire leveled the 
Paradise, Calif., retirement community. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ !ŘŀƳ .ŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ hƭƎŀ ǊΦ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜȊΣ нлноΦ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŘŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜΣ 
survivors forge different paths toward recovery, AP, November 7, 2023.
https://apnews.com/article/paradise-wildfire-california-anniversary-five-years-
b4434481c38e6a02e9f2d376ac172b04#

https://apnews.com/article/paradise-wildfire-california-anniversary-five-years-


Source:G.R. Morgan et al., 2024. Defining disadvantaged places: social burdens of wildfire exposure 
in the Eastern United States, 2000-2020, Fire 7, 124, https://doi.org/10.3390/fire7040124 

Challenge 2: Understand Proximal and Distal Impacts

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/photo/tennessee-flames-spare-
dolly-patron-s-hotel-n689851. Photo by Bruce McCamish

2016 Gatlinburg, TN

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/photo/tennessee-flames-spare-dolly-patron-s-hotel-n689851
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