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What do Americans think
about climate change?
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Americans increasingly understand that global warming is happening
and human-caused, and that most scientists agree that it is happening
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Public perception that global warming is already harming Americans now,
or will do so within 10 years, has grown across most political groups
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Climate Change in the American Mind Data Explorer (U.S. registered voters across 2010-2023)
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Source: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication;
Climate Change in the American Mind Data Explorer (U.S. adults across 2010-2023) George Mason University Center for Climate Change Communication

Source: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication;
George Mason University Center for Climate Change Communication
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Source: Ballew et al (2024)
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/ccam-explorer-2023/




Large partisan gaps on foreign policy priorities,

especially climate change

% who say each of the folloping shouwld be o top priority in 1.8, long-ronge

foreign policy

Rep/Lean Rep Dem/Lean Dem

Diff

Dealing with global climate change

Supporting lsrael

Reducing the flow of illegal drugs into

Supporting Ukraine

Aiding refugees fleging violece
around the world

Reducing the spread of infectious
diesases

Promoting and defending human
rights in other countries

Strengthening the United Maticns

Finding a solution to the conflict
betwesn |sraelis and Palestinians

Strengthening NATO

Limiting the power and influence of
Russia

Preventing the spread of weapons of
mass destruction

Promoting democracy in other _

nations

Source: Poushter & Clancy (2024)
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our country

Maintaining the U.S. military
advantage over all other countries

Getting other countries to assume more
of the costs of maintaining world order

Limiting the power and influence of Iran
Limiting the power and influence of
China

Taking measures to protect the US.
fram terrarist attacks

Limiting the power and influence of
Marth Korea

FEW RESEARCH CENTER

https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2024/04/23/what-are-americans-top-foreign-policy-priorities/
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Variation within parties
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Younger Republicans prioritize alternative energy
sources more than older Republicans
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Boomer & oclde Demy/
»Gen X lean
& Milennial & younger Dem

Climate change having at least some

X 33 s ee 43
effect on thelir local community

Human activity contributes a

great deal to climate change *» 23

Government is doing too little to ...

Protect water quality of
lakes, rivers and streams

Protect air guality
Reduce effecis of climate change 25

Protect animals and their habitats

Protect cpen lands in
national parks

LS. should prioritize developing
alternative energy sources

Government regulations are

necessary 1o encourage reliance
on renewable energy

Source: Funk & Tyson (2020)
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2020/06/24/millennial-and-gen-z-republicans-stand-out-from-their-elders-on-climate-and-energy-issues/

Favor expanding each energy source
Mare solar panel farms

Maore wind turbine farms

More nuclear power plants

More offshore gil and gas drilling
More hydraulic fracturing

More coal mining

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Support for Taking Action on Climate

There is a controversy over what the countries of the world, including the U.S., should do
about the problem of climate change. Here are three statements. Please tell me which
statement comes closest to your own point of view: (% Climate change is a serious and
pressing problem and we should try taking steps now even if this involves significant
costs)

mOverall mRepublican mDemocrat Independent

52

White, non-Hispanic

Black, non-Hispanic

Asian, Native
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

American Indian or Alaska
Native

Hispanic

July 15 - August 1, 2022 | n=3,106
CHICAGO COUNCIL SURVEYS

Source: Smeltz et al (2023) M ‘ H]HI] S[:H[][]I.

https://globalaffairs.org/research/public-opinion-survey/race-ethnicity-and-american-views-climate-change




Implications of Demographic Divides

* Important to consider which audiences matter for a given
message/vote/policy/infrastructure discussion

* For any particular development, left/right divides may matter
less than the makeup of that community or audience
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Americans underestimate
Americans’ climate
concerns
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g Reported Environmental Concern
@ Public Perception (Environment)

@ Public Perception (Climate Change)

S N

Concern

S

NG

o

Source: Pearson et al (2018) M ‘ H]HI] S[:H[][]I_

https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1804698115
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https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1804698115; https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-024-01240-x
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Source: Geiger & Swim (2016) M ‘ H]HI] S[:H[][]l_

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S027249441630038X



Implications of this underestimation
(Pluralistic Ignorance)

* Some inaction and political polarization on climate change
could be driven by Americans (especially Republicans)
underestimating other people’s concerns

* Providing accurate information about US climate concern/policy
support could shift discussion/action toward the majority view

* Could work both by encouraging concerned to speak up/act/support
policies and by discouraging minority from doing so
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Polarization may be about
the solutions, not the
problem
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Education Science Education Science Literacy

%]

=

@
on
-
@

i

&
@
@

E

O

II-
w3

Political ldentity

B Extremely lib. B Moderate Bl Extremely cons.
B Liberal O Slightly cons.
3 Slightly lib. B Conservative

Source: Drummond et al (2017) M ‘ H]HI] S[:H[][]l_

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1704882114



O Free Market Friendly Solution @ Government Regulation Solution
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Source: Campbell & Kay (2014) M ‘ H]HI] S[:H[][]l_

https://doi.org/10.1037/a0037963
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Baseline Post-manipulation

Time
= = Conservatives == » = Moderates -+++=--+ Liberals

Fig. 1. Effect of private sector condition on support for reducing carbon emissions by political ideology. Note: Means berween baseline and post-manipulation were
significantly different for conservatives and moderates at p < .05.

Source: Gillis et al (2021) M ‘ H]Hl] S[:H[I[]l.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214629621000402




Implications of Solution Aversion

» “Belief” in climate change may instead reflect acceptance of
policies/actions to address it

* Providing more education and facts about climate change is
Important but will only go so far

* [f the goal is to adopt climate policies, need to start by
identifying policies/actions that can garner widespread support
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Most registered voters support climate-friendly
policies
- % "strongly" or "somewhat" support -
. Con R Lib/Mod R Mod/Con D . Lib D ‘ All Reg Voters

Provide federal funding to help farmers improve farming 67 85 89 94 97
practices to protect and restore the soil so it absorbs and .
stores more carbon

Provide tax rebates for people who purchase ’
energy-efficient vehicles or solar panels

Provide tax credits or rebates to encourage people to buy
electric appliances, such as heat pumps and induction ’
stoves, that run on electricity instead of oil or gas

Require fossil fuel companies to pay a carbon tax and use
the money to reduce other taxes (such as income tax) by an ‘
equal amount

Transition the U.S. economy (incl. electric utilities, 64
transportation, buildings, industry) from fossil fuels to ‘
100% clean energy by 2050

Require electric utilities to produce 100% of their
electricity from wind, solar, or other renewable energy ’
sources by the year 2035

0% 50%
How much do you support or oppose the following policies?

Registered U.S. Voters, Fall 2023

Source: Leiserowitz et al (2023) M ‘ H]HI] S[:H[][]l_

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-american-mind-politics-policy-fall-2023/




Summary

* US public is polarized on climate change and there is
substantial variation within parties, not just between them

» But, despite our (incorrect) perceptions, most Americans are
concerned about climate change and support a variety of
climate policies

 However, people’s acceptance of specific solutions might
matter more than their beliefs about the problem
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kraimi@umich.edu
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