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We acknowledge, with reverence and respect, that many peoples have ancestral ties to the lands now occupied by Montana State 
University (MSU), whose relationships date back to time immemorial and whose connection to this place persists to this day…



“Upon suffering beyond 
suffering; the Red Nation shall 
rise again, and it shall be a 
blessing for a sick world. A 
world filled with broken 
promises, selfishness and 
separations. A world longing 
for light again. I see a time of 
seven generations when all the 
colors of mankind will gather 
under the sacred Tree of Life 
and the whole Earth will 
become one circle again...

Tȟašúŋke Witkó (Crazy Horse),
Oglala Lakota Leader (1840-1877)



Seven generations ago, 
our ancestors came to 

the treaty tables as 
sovereign nations to 

negotiate for peace in 
exchange for promises 

of education, 
healthcare, and general 

welfare for their 
descendants



https://montanafreepress.org/2024/03/08/land-grant-universities
https://grist.org/project/equity/land-grant-universities-indigenous-lands-fossil-fuels/ 
https://www.hcn.org/issues/52.4/indigenous-affairs-education-land-grab-universities (https://www.landgrabu.org/ )

Land-grant universities were 
built not just on Indigenous 
land, but with Indigenous land.

https://www.hcn.org/issues/52.4/indigenous-affairs-education-land-grab-universities
https://www.hcn.org/issues/52.4/indigenous-affairs-education-land-grab-universities
https://www.hcn.org/issues/52.4/indigenous-affairs-education-land-grab-universities
https://www.landgrabu.org/%C2%A0)


Choosing Promise: Transformational Learning
• GOAL 1.1: Broaden access for underrepresented 

populations and increase academic success for all 
students through excellence in undergraduate 
education.

As the state’s land-grant university, Montana State invites 
participation in exceptional higher education, widens 
participation of under-represented student populations, and 
improves student success outcomes overall.





7th Generation Presidential Scholarship



Inaugural Cohort – Class of 2025



2nd Cohort – Class of 2026



3rd Cohort – Class of 2027





Honoring Our Ancestors In Shaping Our Future



Systemic, generational 
problems such as the 

grand challenges of the 
21st century require an 

interdisciplinary, 
interconnected, 

intergenerational 
problem-solving approach 

that will ultimately 
transform our university, 
communities, and nation



“...in that day there will be those 
among the Lakota who will carry 
knowledge and understanding of 
unity among all living things… I 
salute the light within your eyes 
where the whole universe dwells. 
For when you are at that 
center within you, and I am at 
that place within me, we shall be 
one…”

...four days before his 
assassination in 1877, seven 
generations ago. . .

Tȟašúŋke Witkó (Crazy Horse),
Oglala Lakota Leader (1840-1877)







MSU AI/AN Student Enrollment 



MSU AI/AN Student Enrollment 



MSU AI/AN Student Enrollment 



MSU ALL Persistence (73%) & Graduation (50%)



MSU AI/AN Persistence (61%) & Graduation (33%)





Honors AI/AN Persistence (87%) Graduation (70%)



Honors Admit Years 2020-2023
Enrollment, Persistence, Graduation

First-Time, Full-Time, Four-Year Degree Seeking

5 students self-identified AI/AN in 2020

14 students self-identified AI/AN in 2021

19 students self-identified AI/AN in 2022

31 students self-identified AI/AN in 2023

50+ applicants self-identified AI/AN in 2024
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