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What is THEC?
• Administer the outcomes-based funding formula

• Approve all new academic degree programs

• Develop the state master plan for higher education

• Serve as the hub for data analysis and research

• Authorize and regulate of proprietary institutions

• State approving agency for veteran education benefits

• State granting agency; move $500M annually in state financial aid



Forward momentum.

Intentional focus on subgroups.

Deliberate degree production.

Keep students at the center.



Different audiences and 
constituencies:

Most of whom do not have a PhD or any 
research/data background.

Data and information must be timely, 
accessible, and digestible to a lay audience.



Data as information:



Attainment gaps
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LOCALIZED DATA – College-Going Rate



LOCALIZED
DATA –

County Profiles



Collaboration
• Interim deliverables:

–Descriptive
–White papers/policy memos
–Cannot “wait until the paper is published to share.”

• Consideration for context:
–Calendar
–Politics
–Optics 



Future Engagement

• Actionable
• Tangible
• Realistic

–Understanding of context, resources, 
constraints

• Accessible



Remaining 
challenges

• Broadband access

• Technology access

• Mental health
– Students
– Faculty and Staff



Questions? Thank you!

Emily House
emily.house@tn.gov

615 741 0731

@houseea
@TNHigherEd
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