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Dr. Carrie Pettus is Associate Professor of Social Work at Florida State 
University and Founding Executive Director of the Institute for Justice 
Research and Development. Pettus conducts applied research on smart 
decarceration of prisons and jails through policy and practice intervention 
development. Pettus generates research on ameliorating racial, economic, 
and behavioral health disproportionality. She works with community 
partners to develop interventions to enhance positive social support, treat 
trauma experiences and behavioral health disorders, and generate well-
being for those impacted by criminal justice involvement. Dr. Pettus 
holds a doctorate in social work from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


