
Crime Rates During the 
Pandemic 



The Murder Rise - Timing



The Murder Rise - Weapon



National Crime/Policing Data Sources
• Summary Reporting System

• Precise.
• Slow.
• Vague.

• NIBRS
• Imprecise.
• Slow.
• Specific.

• FBI Quarterly Data
• Incomplete.
• Fast.
• Vague.



The NIBRS Problem

• Only 65% of US population covered by any reporting, 52% by 
agencies reporting 12 months of data. 
• Murder was either up 17 percent or down 7 percent in 2021.



The Need for Uncertainty
• Only 18 of 38 agencies 

with 2020 estimated 
violent crimes in 2020 
fell within their reported 
margin of error for 
reported crimes in 2020 
SRS.

• Some states were in the 
margin of error, but the 
margins were enormous.



The Need for Uncertainty
• Some 2021 estimates are off 

badly.

• New York State estimated 
between 8,900 and 31,500 
violent crimes in 2021 in 
NIBRS – Actual number was 
76,229 per the state.



The Quarterly Data Problem

December 2020
Percent change in murder relative to 2019 provides first evidence of large increase in murder nationally



The Quarterly Data Problem

September 2022
No quarterly data for 6 straight quarters because too few 

agencies are reporting data.


	Crime Rates During the Pandemic 
	The Murder Rise - Timing
	The Murder Rise - Weapon
	National Crime/Policing Data Sources
	The NIBRS Problem
	The Need for Uncertainty
	The Need for Uncertainty
	The Quarterly Data Problem
	The Quarterly Data Problem

