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Most shootings seem to stem from altercations
So what leads to more shootings?
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• Anything that leads to more social frictions 

• Anything that leads to less de-escalation 

• Anything that makes arguments more lethal (more guns in public areas)
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Key point— gun violence was increasing 

even before George Floyd in 2020



• More social frictions

• Not because of more social interactions, but b/c mental health 
problems led to higher probability of friction per interaction

What’s going on?
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• More social frictions 

• Not because of more social interactions, but b/c mental health 
problems led to higher probability of friction per interaction

• Less de-escalation
• Criminal justice system & social services disrupted
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• More social frictions 

• Not because of more social interactions, but b/c mental health 
problems led to higher probability of friction per interaction

• Less de-escalation 
• Criminal justice system & social services disrupted

• More guns in public places

What’s going on?
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My hypothesis: 

This reflects increase in illegal gun carrying
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Surge in gun sales may or may not be cause of rise in illegal carrying, 
but surely didn’t help
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Open questions

Just the pandemic or a new normal?

Is this just a temporary 

pandemic side effect?
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Or a return to the

violence of the 

20th century?
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