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COVID, Crime, & Firearm Availability 

1. Patterns in Firearm Availability 

2. Firearm Availability → Firearm Crime?



Patterns in Firearm Availability



Administrative Data





Asher and Arthur (2021)



Asher and Arthur (2021)



Survey Data



Miller et. al. (2022) - National survey (n=19,049), April 2021



Miller et. al. (2022) - National survey (n=19,049), April 2021

FIREARM SALES
2019-20: +20%
2020-21: -49%

~27 million people reported 
purchasing a firearm 

(1/19 - 4/21)



Miller et. al. (2022) - National survey (n=19,049), April 2021



Miller et. al. (2022) - National survey (n=19,049), April 2021

Total Unique Purchasers 
27.2 million

New Purchasers 
7.5 million

 2020 - April ‘21 New Purchasers
5.1 million

March - July 2020 New Purchasers
1.8 million



Miller et. al. (2022) - National survey (n=19,049), April 2021

Assuming 5-year, 2.4% theft rate (Azrael et al., 
2015) and 1 stolen firearm per owner …

Theft from only COVID-era new owners will 
plausibly add ~122,400 firearms to the black 

market by 2025.



Firearm Purchases → Violence?





No direct link between firearm sales 
and firearm violence during peak of 
COVID-era firearm purchasing spike. 

Effects of purchasing on violence 
after this period untested.  



“Crime Guns”: Firearm Trace 
Data





Asher and Arthur (2021)



From '19-'20, % of 
traced firearms with 
“time-to-crime” ≤6 
months: +90%.



In 2020, new firearms more common 
among traced firearms than in the past.

Limitations: 
Traces != total recoveries.
Data not disaggregated by crime type. 
Limited to FFL purchases. 



Firearm Carrying













Fewer stops, more seized firearms.

Limitations: 

Data only for select cities. 



New Right-to-Carry (RTC) States 

2018: Arkansas
2019: Kentucky, Oklahoma, South Dakota 
2021: Iowa, Tennessee, Texas, Montana, Utah,
           Wyoming
2022: Ohio, Indiana, Georgia
2023: Alabama

Permitless carry → increased firearm assault and 
homicide (Doucette et. al. 2022, Fridell 2021, Donohue et al. 2017)



RTC → + firearm homicides, shootings, & 
robberies. 
RTC → + firearm theft & - decreased clearance 
rate for violent crimes. 



RTC → + firearm homicides, shootings, & 
robberies. 
RTC → + firearm theft & - decreased clearance 
rate for violent crimes. 

More RTC + more purchasing likely implicated in 
increased firearm carrying. 

BUT: Cities with increased firearm recovery often 
not in states with RTC. 

Still unclear what % of crime guns are legally 
purchased/carried or stolen. 

No COVID-era or post-COVID analysis of RTC / 
firearm carrying and firearm violence.  
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