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MENTAL HEALTH AND THE
CRIMINAL LEGAL SYSTEM

A People with mental and substance use disorders are cwepresented
in the justice system.

A Itis estimated thatl8% of the general populatiohas a mental iliness.
However, an estimated4% of those in jail and 37% of those in prison
(PDF | 443 KBave a mental illness (PDF | 670 KB). It is estimated
that 11% of 1825 year olds, and 6% of those over 25 yearshate a
substance use disorder. It is estimated th@8% of people in jail and
58% in prisorhave a substance use disorder (PDF | 670 KB). People ui
these disorders have challenges in getting appropriate treatment ancii
often incarceration exacerbates their symptomg his can lead I N A M E R l C A
to individuals staying incarcerated longdhan those without

behavioral health concerns. BAD SCIENCE; BAD MEDICINE,

SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) AND THE ENDURING MISTREATMENT
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminatjuvenile- OF THE MENTALLY ILL
justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%

%20670%20KB) ROBERT WHITAKER

,' UPDATED WITH A NEW AFTERWORD


https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/mental-illness.shtml
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/imhprpji1112.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/imhprpji1112.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/release/2017-national-survey-drug-use-and-health-nsduh-releases
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/dudaspji0709.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/dudaspji0709.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3859122/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0032885511415226?journalCode=tpjd&
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%7C%20670%20KB)
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%7C%20670%20KB)
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%7C%20670%20KB)

No State Has an Adequate Supply of Affordable Rental Housing for
the Lowest-Income Renters

Affordable and Available Rental Homes per 100 Extremely Low-Income Renter Households
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https://nlihc.org/gap
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EDUCATION FUNDING

States Are Pulling Back on K-12
Spending. How Hard Will Schools
Get Hit?

-
By Mark Lieberman — March 07, 2024 (V) 6 min read

MOST POPULAR STORIES

SCHOOL CLIMATE & SAFETY

Can a Teachers' 'Bill of
Rights' Bring Order to the
Classroom?

Elizabeth Heubeck, June 20, 2024 - 4 min read

https://www.edweek.orgpolicy-politics/statesare-pullingbackonk-12-spendinghowhard-will-schoolget-hit/2024/03




The {IJaﬁl]ington ﬂﬂﬁt Jumana Musa 2 (/
Democracy Dies in Darkness

U.S. spends twice as much on law and
order as it does on cash welfare, data
show

It didn’t used to be this way, and current tensions over the funding differential is at the heart of many calls for police
reform

{ Analysis by Christopher Ingraham
h Reporter

June 4, 2020 at 8:54 a.m. EDT

WJ///';,
|
"/

/]

Advertisement

Washington Post httpsuivw.washingtonpost.ctmsiness/2020/06/04/us-spendgwice mucHaw-order-it-doessocialwelfare-data-show/




How many people are locked up in the United States?

The U.S. locks up more people per capita than any other nation, at the staggering rate of 565 per 100,000 residents.
But to end mass incarceration, we must first consider where and why 1.9 million people are confined nationwide.

Violent
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106,000

Status 2,200
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Drug 2,500

Weapons 39,000
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Driving Under the Influence 109,000

15,000 Not Convicted
Public Order 427,000

Other drugs 110,000 _a
98,000

Person 17,200
Public order
75,000
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2200 132,000 Other 2,000

Fraud 13,000 Violent 19,000
) Property 22,000
Burglary 514 i { Convicted Drug 20,000

B 88,000

Property 9,900

Public order 5,700

Public order 27,000

Property 5: Other 500
heft 7 !
St 142,000 |
Theft 27,000 I8
Other property i ]
15,000 !
Other violent | el
oo mmigration

Detention
34,000

Marshals

Immigration 14,000
60,000

Drugs 21,000
Assault Other 25,000
146,000
Convicted
148,000

Public Order 61,000

Violent 11,000
Property 6,000

\ Violent Drug 69,000

Robbery 656,000 Other 500
132,000

P R I S O N Indian Country 2,000
: Rape/sexual assault Manslaughter Military 1,000

POLICY INITIATIVE 163,000 19,000
Sources and data notes: www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2023.html




Pretrial Detention

Most people in jail are not convicted,
but are locked up awaiting trial.

Why?

Many are detained in local jails because they
cannot afford to pay the bail amount set to
secure their release.

The median bail amount for felonies is $10,000,
which represents 8 months’ income for a typical
person detained because they can’t pay bail.

Q

"

But jails are not the only places detaining people
pretrial. The federal government and other
authorities detain at least another 27,000 people. i)

Youth 11,000
Indian country jails 1,200
Federal 15,000




U.S. average
New Jersey
Wisconsin
Connecticut
California
Rhode Island
Maine

Utah

lowa
Nebraska
Minnesota
Vermont
New York
lllinois
Pennsylvania
Colorado
Massachusetts
Kansas
Montana
Michigan
Wyoming
South Dakota
Washington
New Hampshire
Ohio

New Mexico
QOregon
Delaware
Maryland
[daho
Oklahoma
North Dakota
Arizona
Alaska
Indiana
NEVELE
West Virginia
Florida
Virginia
South Carolina
Missouri
North Carolina
Louisiana
Tennessee
Texas
Arkansas
Kentucky
Alabama
Georgia
Mississippi
Hawaii

b6x
11.9x
11.8x
9.9x
9.5x
9.4x
9.2x
9.1x
9.1x
9.1x
9.1x
8.7x
7.5x
7.5x
7.3x
7.3x
6.7x
6.6x
6.5x
6.3x
5.8x
5.7x
5.7x
5.5x
5.5x
5.4x
L RATIOS OF BLACK & WHITE
5 gfx IMPRISONMENT RATES (2021]
5.0x
4.9x Number of Black people in state prisons, per 100,000
4 4;1 7% Black state residents, compared to white people in
ﬁx state prisons, per 100,000 white state residents
X
4.2x
4.1x
3.8x
3.7x
3.7x
3.5x
3.4x
Shtv
30300
2.9x
2.9x
2.7x [ [
2 5x PR I S'O'N

2.4x

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics’ Prisoners in 2021 — Statistical Tables

How much higher are Black incarceration rates than white?

POLICY INITIATIVE



Racial and ethnic disparities in correctional facilities -

White people are underrepresented in prisons and jails while Black and
American Indian or Alaska Native people are overrepresented.

U.S. POPULATION CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

\ American  Latino Black White American  Latino Black White
Indian or Indian or
Alaska Native Alaska Native
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2022 1-Year Estimates, Table S2603 P R I S O N
For category definition and selection details, see www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2024.html#methodology ~ POLICY INITIATIVE
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How Data-Driven Policing Technologies
Entrench Historic Racism and ‘Tech-wash’
Bias in the Criminal Legal System

NACDL’S TASK FORCE ON PREDICTIVE POLICING
SEPTEMBER 2021
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Pasco’s sheriff created a futuristic program to stop crime
before it happens.

It monitors and harasses families across the county.




E‘llllpd Bay Times NEWS SPORTS  OPINION  LIFE & CULTURE  FOOD Obituaries ~ Classifieds

The Times also investigated
Pasco sheriff discontinues

another sher i ff controversial intelligence

that used data from the local program, court documents say
. . Thesheriff'sofﬂcephasedogtitspracticeqf _

SChOOI dlstrlct and the State focusing on people deemed likely to commit crimes

in the future, according to documents in a lawsuit.

Department of Children and
Families to assemblea list of
children deemed likely to
pecome criminals. Factors that |

contributed to inclusion on the | i;g
jist included student grad Pl
ist included student grades '«‘\ﬂ’/*";’/».\

A\
T and abuse histories VM



https://projects.tampabay.com/projects/2020/investigations/police-pasco-sheriff-targeted/school-data/
https://projects.tampabay.com/projects/2020/investigations/police-pasco-sheriff-targeted/school-data/
https://projects.tampabay.com/projects/2020/investigations/police-pasco-sheriff-targeted/school-data/
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Half of the 250 Kids Expelled from Preschool Each
Day Are Black Boys

Racism and overstressed teachers help explain high expulsion rates for Black
preschool boys

BY SARA NOVAK
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Revealed: This Is
Palantir’s Top-Secret
User Manual for Cops




WHAT CAN PALANTIR DO?

If police have a name
that 6s as s (
license plate, they can
use automatic license
plate reader data to
find out w
been, and
been there. This can gi
a complete account of
where someone has
driven overanytime
period.

With a name, police can
also find a person's ema
address, phone numbers
current and previous
addresses, bank accoun
social security number(
business relationships,
family relationships, and
license information like
height, weight, and eye
color, as long as it's in th
agency's database.

Palantir’s Top-Secret

The software can
map out a person's
family members anc
business associate
of a suspect, and
theoretically, find the
above information
about them, too.







