
BIG DATAANALYTICS AND 
POLICING



DEFINING THE PROBLEM

òHow we define a problem will 

determine how we arrive at the solutions 

and how effective those solutions will beó

òSystemic problems call for systemic 

changeó



MENTAL HEALTH AND THE 
CRIMINAL LEGAL SYSTEM

ÅPeople with mental and substance use disorders are over-represented 

in the justice system.

ÅIt is estimated that18% of the general populationhas a mental illness. 

However, an estimated44% of those in jail and 37% of those in prison 

(PDF | 443 KB)have a mental illness (PDF | 670 KB). It is estimated 

that 11% of 18-25 year olds, and 6% of those over 25 years oldhave a 

substance use disorder. It is estimated that63% of people in jail and 

58% in prisonhave a substance use disorder (PDF | 670 KB). People with 

these disorders have challenges in getting appropriate treatment and 

often incarceration exacerbates their symptoms. This can lead 

to individuals staying incarcerated longerthan those without 

behavioral health concerns.

ÅSAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) 

https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-

justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%7C

%20670%20KB).

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/mental-illness.shtml
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/imhprpji1112.pdf
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/imhprpji1112.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/release/2017-national-survey-drug-use-and-health-nsduh-releases
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/dudaspji0709.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/dudaspji0709.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3859122/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0032885511415226?journalCode=tpjd&
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%7C%20670%20KB)
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%7C%20670%20KB)
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-justice/about#:~:text=People%20with%20mental%20and%20substance,(PDF%20%7C%20670%20KB)


National Low Income House Coalition https://nlihc.org/gap

https://nlihc.org/gap


https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/states-are-pulling-back-on-k-12-spending-how-hard-will-schools-get-hit/2024/03



Washington Post https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/04/us-spends-twice-much-law-order-it-does-social-welfare-data-show/



THE UNITEDSTATESHAS A MASS INCARCERATION PROBLEM



FEEDING THE TRIAL PENALTY





THE US CARCERAL SYSTEM HAS A RACE PROBLEM





ƟIn the hands of police, even algorithms intended for 
unbiased and nonpunitive purposes are likely to be 
warped or abused. For whatever its underlying 
capabilities, every technology is shaped by the people 
and institutions that wield it. Unless cities alter the 
policeƝs core functions and values, use by police of even 
the most fair and accurate algorithms is likely to 
enhance discriminatory and unjust outcomes.Ơ 
Mathematician Ben Green 





The Times also investigated 

another sheriffôs office program 

that used data from the local 

school district and the state 

Department of Children and 

Families to assemblea list of 

children deemed likely to 

become criminals. Factors that 

contributed to inclusion on the 

list included student grades 

and abuse histories.

https://projects.tampabay.com/projects/2020/investigations/police-pasco-sheriff-targeted/school-data/
https://projects.tampabay.com/projects/2020/investigations/police-pasco-sheriff-targeted/school-data/
https://projects.tampabay.com/projects/2020/investigations/police-pasco-sheriff-targeted/school-data/






PALANTIR TOOLS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT

ÅHistogram helper ðView and compare Object, 

Property and Link Frequency

ÅMap Application: Basics ðAllows Geosearches

ÅHeatmap helper

ÅALPR helper





WHAT CAN PALANTIR DO?

If police have a name 
thatõs associated with a 
license plate, they can 
use automatic license 
plate reader data to 
find out where theyõve 
been, and when theyõve 
been there. This can give 
a complete account of 
where someone has 
driven overanytime 

period.

With a name, police can 
also find a person's email 
address, phone numbers, 

current and previous 
addresses, bank accounts, 
social security number(s), 

business relationships, 
family relationships, and 
license information like 
height, weight, and eye 

color, as long as it's in the 
agency's database.

The software can 
map out a person's 

family members and 
business associates 
of a suspect, and 

theoretically, find the 
above information 
about them, too.




