


Indian and Alaska Native 
Tribal Governments

• Sovereign Nations

• Government-to-Government 
Relationship

• Trust Responsibility



Most Represent Small 
Geographic Areas

with Small AI/AN Populations

Nearly 53% of federal 
reservations had AI/AN alone 
populations in 2010 of 500 or less

Over 78% of ANVSAs had AI/AN 
alone populations in 2010 of 500 
or less



Motivations to Achieve a 
Full and Accurate Count

Power in redistricting 
decisions

Federal funding using fund 
allocation formulas involving 

Census data



Potential Impact on Two 
Programs Funding Indian and 
Alaska Native Governments

• Tribal Transportation Program 
funding for tribal transportation 
infrastructure

• Indian Housing Block Grant 
funding for tribal housing 
development



Impact of DP on $117.9 Million In Tribal Transportation Funding

Reservation Size Range Reservations
Median Difference in Counts of AI/AN Alone 

Population

Reservations with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 500 and Over 126 -4.185%

Reservations with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 499 to 1 148 -52.223%

Impact of DP on $20.6 Million in Indian Housing Funding

Reservation Size Range Reservations
Median Difference in Counts of AI/AN Alone 

Population

Reservations with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 500 and Over 123 -4.027%

Reservations with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 499 to 1 139 -50.617%



Impact of DP on $17.8 Million In Transportation Funding
For Alaska Native Villages

Alaska Native Village Size Range Villages
Median Difference in Counts of AI/AN 

Alone Population

Alaska Native Villages with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 500 and Over 36 -2.907%

Alaska Native Villages with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 499 to 1 169 -9.157%

Impact of DP on $4.1 Million in Indian Housing Funding

Alaska Native Village Size Range Villages
Median Difference in Counts of AI/AN 

Alone Population

Alaska Native Villages with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 500 and Over 36 -2.907%

Alaska Native Villages with AI/AN Alone Populations 
of 499 to 1 170 -9.129%



Funding for Services to 
Native Children and Elderly
• Counts of children eligible for 

child care and development 
programs go down over 50% 
for the 12 reservations in 
Washington with less than 500 
AI/AN alone persons

• By over 33% for the elderly 
programs in those reservations



Consequences of Low Counts

Indian and Alaska Native Tribes 
and organizations have launched a 
major effort to get an accurate 
count in 2020

If the Census Bureau provides  
inaccurate and lower counts, 
those Tribes and organizations 
will consider it as a breach of faith



Solutions

• Allocate a major portion of the 
privacy budget to smaller 
populations in small areas

• Change the fund allocation 
formulas in ways that overcome 
the disadvantage

• Fund tribal governments to do 
their own data collection, 
tabulation and reporting
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