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Smoothing 2020 Census Age Distributions with P-TOPALS
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CASE STUDY 1.
School enrollment forecasts (ORS 195.11)

School enrollment forecasts are less accurate when 
made from the 2020-05 or 2022-03 forecasts 
compared to baseline. 2022-03 forecasts are more 
accurate.

CASE STUDY 2.
Urban Growth Boundary population (ORS 195.033) 

UGB total population estimates were not affected, 
although housing characteristics (average household 
size, occupancy/vacancy rates) were less accurate 
from demonstration data than from published data.

CASE STUDY 3.
County and UGB population forecasts (ORS 195.033) 

P-TOPALS, a nonparametric smoothing technique, 
can be adapted to smoothing age distributions, and 
recovered significantly less noisy/more accurate age 
distributions in both the 2020-05 and 2022-03 
demonstration data products.
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Case Study 1.
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Case Studies 2-3.
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Corvallis
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