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— Any opinions and conclusions expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the U.S. Census Bureau. While this work was not subject to formal
Census Bureau content review, Census staff reviewed all statistical output to ensure that no
confidential information was disclosed.

— This presentation meets all of the U.S. Census Bureau's Disclosure Review Board (DRB)
standards and has been assigned DRB approval number CBDRB-FY22-ERD002-003.

Mueller-Smith (Univ. of Michigan) May 25, 2023 2/20



E J Criminal Justice
| Administrative
O u tl Ine Records System

@ Project summary

Mueller-Smi niv. of Michigan)



What is CJARS? W[ AR SE

Records System

Data infrastructure project to support the next generation of statistics and research on the
criminal justice system

Partnership between Census Bureau and University of Michigan (UM) started in 2016

UM collects and harmonizes state and local criminal justice data
— Event-level criminal justice data with nationwide scope
— Tracking across key milestones in the justice system
— Authority to transfer records to U.S. Census Bureau

At Census Bureau, these data can be linked to survey and administrative records

Mueller-Smith (Univ. of Michigan) May 25, 2023 4/20



Criminal Justice
Why CJARS? CJ e,

Incomplete criminal justice data infrastructure:

Limits how performance is measured, which policy questions are asked

Leads to inconsistent recidivism definitions

Makes it difficult to identify effective policy levers

Prevents comprehensive benefit-cost analyses
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Criminal Justice
CJARS project goals EJMQM&Z‘%

— Collect, harmonize, and link longitudinal, multi-jurisdictional CJ data to track individuals
and cases across space and time

— Embed criminal justice contact and policy within broader socio-economic data

— Enable timely and innovative federal statistical products about CJ system and
justice-involved population

— Provide national research platform for qualified researchers on approved projects
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Criminal Justice
Project scope and data collection EJMQEL"A?&Z‘%

(Arrest) (Pre—trial detention) (Adjudication) (Probation) (Incarceration) (Parole)
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Project scope and data collection EJMQEL"A?&Z‘%

(Arrest) (Pre—trial detention) (Adjudication) (Probation) (Incarceration) (Parole)

18k police
departments
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Criminal Justice
Project scope and data collection EJMQEL"A?&Z‘%

3k sheriff's
offices/3k jails

(Arrest) (Pre—trial detention) (Adjudication) (Probation) (Incarceration) (Parole)
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Project scope and data collection EJMQEL"A?&Z‘%

3k prosecutor's
offices

(Arrest) (Pre—trial detention) (Adjudication) (Probation) (Incarceration) (Parole)
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Project scope and data collection EJMQQL"A?&Z‘%

50 state court
admins/3k

criminal courts

[Arrest] [Pre—trial detention] [Adjudication] [Probation] [Incarceration] [Parole]
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Criminal Justice
Project scope and data collection EJMQQL"A?&Z‘%

50 state

departments
of corrections

[Arrest] [Pre—trial detention] [Adjudication] [Probation] [Incarceration] [Parole]
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Project scope and data collection EJMQH&Z‘E@%

[Arrest] [Pre—trial detention] [Adjudication] [Probation] [Incarceration] [Parole]

community
corrections

agencies
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Project scope and data collection EJMQQFA?&Z‘E@%

[Arrest [Pre—trial detention] [Adjudication] [Probation] [Incarceration} [Parole]

/

criminal records
repositories

51 state
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Criminal Justice
Project scope and data collection EJMQM&Z‘%

50 state court 50 state

3k.sherifF’s. ) 3k prosecutor’s admins/3k departments
offices/3k jails offices criminal courts of corrections

[Arrest] [Pre—trial detention] [Adjudication] [Probation] [Incarceration} [Parole]

18k police 51 state
departments criminal records

repositories

community

corrections
agencies

Out of scope: civil court proceedings, traffic offenses below misdemeanor level, crime reports not
associated with arrest, juvenile records not transferred to criminal court, records without PII
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CJARS at a glance Cd Reorts syt
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Diversified data collection strategies EJMQQL"A?&Z‘%

20%
O Scraping/Download

O FOIA

69% O Data Use Agreement
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CJARS data coverage | EJMQE‘%?&Z‘E@%

Sth’izsfrom >1,000 counties; 36 E -ﬁ'-‘ é:!
S
—

States with coverage of state ..‘ ‘
court, state DOC, and/or state l -‘

repository represent >68% of U.S. _.'—"
population ‘ ‘

3b+ records

197 CJ events

|| || || || ||
— 41m unique individuals Statewide  Statewide Partial Caseload In
coverage,  coverage, geographic  snapshot progress
24+ domains 1 domain coverage

Mueller-Smith (Univ. of Michigan)



Criminal Justice
Validation of CJARS microdata EJMQQFA?&Z‘E@%
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Value of an integrated data ecosystem

Impact of incarceration on recidivism €<—————

WIARS

Racial disparities in CJ treatment

Measuring variation in CJ practice (over time and geography) €———————

-CJEH

Impact of electoral incentives on DA behavior «——
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Criminal Justice
Value of an integrated data ecosystem EJMQ?A?&Z‘E@%
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Criminal Justice
Value of an integrated data ecosystem EJMQ?A?&Z‘E@%
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Research example: household spillovers
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All results were approved for release by the U.S. Census Bureau, authorization number CBDRB-FY22-ERD002-003.
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Data access options

Criminal Justice
EJ Administrative
Records System

Access option Data type

Benefits

Drawbacks

FSRDC linkable microdata

Virtual Data Enclave  CJ microdata

Data Dashboard aggregate statistics

-extensive data linkage options
-robust computing environment

-straightforward request process
-virtual environment

-available online
-curated statistics

-high barriers to access
-time consuming research
process

-fewer linkage opportunities
-access costs

-only aggregate statistics
-defined set of available
statistics

Note: All access options are strictly to anonymized records. No microdata available in the public domain.
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Data tool Use Availability Value

TOC classify offense descriptions online tool -lowers research barriers
-improves replicability

Entity resolution  identify unique individuals run internally -support reliable data integration
-facilitate data linkage for VDE
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Current CJARS user-base
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Criminal Justice
Thank you M AR G-
Michael Mueller-Smith

mgms@umich.edu

Learn more:
https://cjars.org
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