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Limitations in Existing Survey Data

Most data sets do not cover all 6 O�ce of Management and Budget
(OMB) Race or Ethnicity categories:

1. American Indian or Alaska Native
2. Asian
3. Black or African American
4. Native Hawaiian or Other Paci�c Islander
5. White

6. Hispanic or Latino
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Counts by Race for Various National Surveys

Survey Name CPS SIPP NHIS BRFSS SCF
Year 2007 2004 2007 2007 2019
White 164,839 350,093 56,827 354,481 20,703
Black 23,532 57,292 11,813 34,644 3,757
AIAN 2,793 893 6,953
Asian 9,208 15,400 4,730 6,657
NHOPI 908 1,170

Note: NHIS disaggregates Asian into Asian Indian, Chinese and Filipino. Source: Johnson, Pamela Jo,
Lynn A. Blewett, and Michael Davern. ”Disparities in public use data availability for race, ethnic, and
immigrant groups: national surveys for healthcare disparities research.” Medical care 48, no. 12
(2010): 1122. Survey of Consumer Finances (2019)
(https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/sc�ndex.htm)
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Counts by Hispanic or Latino Categories for Various National Surveys

Survey Name CPS SIPP NHIS BRFSS SCF
Year 2007 2004 2007 2007 2019
Not Hispanic 172,456 392,472 56,976 397,547
Hispanic or Latino 49,377 13,357 31,310 2,791
Mexican/Mexican-American 21,648
Puerto Rican 3,115
Cuban/Cuban-American 1,131
Central or South American 6,196

Source: Johnson, Pamela Jo, Lynn A. Blewett, and Michael Davern. ”Disparities in public use data
availability for race, ethnic, and immigrant groups: national surveys for healthcare disparities
research.” Medical care 48, no. 12 (2010): 1122. Survey of Consumer Finances (2019)
(https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/sc�ndex.htm)
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Existing Datasets with Large Race and Ethnicity Counts

⌥ U.S. Decennial Censuses
⌥ American Community Surveys

⌥ Drawback - these data are not longitudinal
⌥ Drawback - these data do not often ask similar questions as

in other national surveys
⌥ Drawback - lack extensive questions on assets/wealth

⌥ The Census data are still the gold standard, however.
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What DoWeMiss WhenWe Don’t Count These Other
Populations?

1. In the COVID-19 Era, novel instances of racism:

1.1 Anti American Indian Racism
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What DoWeMiss WhenWe Don’t Count These Other
Populations?

1. In the COVID-19 Era, novel instances of racism:

1.1 Anti Native Hawaiian / Paci�c Islander Violence
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What DoWeMiss WhenWe Don’t Count These Other
Populations?

2 Income, Earnings and Wealth Inequality by Race / Ethnicity

2.1 Existing research can only highlight a few race/ethnic groups, if any
2.2 Experiences di�er dramatically across groups but also within groups
2.3 We are less able to understand the ”systemic” aspects of racism otherwise
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Income Mobility Measures - Rank Correlation of Income
Across Years

.8
8

.9
.9
2

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014

Non Hispanic White Hispanic Black
AIAN Asian NHPI

Note: The Census Bureau has reviewed this data product for unauthorized disclosure of con�dential
information and has approved the disclosure avoidance practices applied to this release. Source: Race

and ethnicity �le, Form 1040 data, 2000– 2014.
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Earnings Mobility for Hispanic Subgroups

Note: The Census Bureau has reviewed this data product for unauthorized disclosure of con�dential
information and has approved the disclosure avoidance practices applied to this release (Approval ID:
CBDRB-FY19- 170, CBDRB-FY19-370, CBDRB-FY19-CES005- 015).
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Earnings Mobility for Asian Subgroups

Note: The Census Bureau has reviewed this data product for unauthorized disclosure of con�dential
information and has approved the disclosure avoidance practices applied to this release (Approval ID:
CBDRB-FY19- 170, CBDRB-FY19-370, CBDRB-FY19-CES005- 015).
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What DoWeMiss WhenWe Don’t Count These Other
Populations?

3 Novel Insights in Unique Policy Environments

3.1 Earnings Assimilation for Immigrants in the US and Return Migration Rates
3.2 Intergenerational E�ects of Cash Transfer Programs
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Log Immigrant-Native Di�erence in Men’s Earnings with Prior Graduate Degrees
in Panel Data, Ages 18–45 for 2005–2007 Arrival Cohorts
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Note: The Census Bureau has reviewed this data product for unauthorized disclosure of con�dential
information and has approved the disclosure avoidance practices applied to this release (Approval ID:
CBDRB-FY19-007). 13 / 17



Income Rank for Tax Units Residing on American Indian Reservations
(1) (2) (3)

Income Rank Income Rank Income Rank
Casino Operating on Reservation 0.44* 0.61* 0.77**

(0.21) (0.24) (0.25)
Cash Transfer Program -0.31 -0.27

(0.24) (0.25)
American Indian -4.31***

(0.22)
American Indian x -1.14*
Casino Operating on Reservation (0.57)
American Indian x 1.94*
Cash Transfer Program (0.98)
R-squared 0.29 0.29 0.28
Observations 64,040,000 64,040,000 64,040,000
Individuals 2,804,000 2,804,000 2,804,000

Source: Numident, 2000 decennial, and Form 1040. The Census Bureau’s Disclosure Review Board
approval number CBDRB-FY2021-CES005-006. 15 / 17



Potential Solutions to These Issues

⌥ Increase the number of samples focused on all small race
and ethnic groups

⌥ Oversample for existing national surveys for certain groups
⌥ Increase and support work related to the linking of

administrative data at the federal, state and county level.
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