
APRIL 25, 2023
Unclassified



• The Law Enforcement Suicide Data 
Collection Act, 34 U.S.C. § 50701 
was signed into law on June 16, 
2020.
• Purpose:  To establish a new 

data collection to better 
understand and prevent 
suicides among current and 
former law enforcement 
officers at the federal, state, 
local, and tribal levels. 

Background
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• Suicide- Death caused by a self-harm behavior with an intent to die as a result of 
the behavior

• Suicide Attempt- A non-fatal act of self-harm behavior with an intent to die as a 
result of the behavior

Definitions
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Requirements:
The data collection must contain information on suicides and attempted suicides 
based on the following:

• The circumstances and events which occurred before each suicide or 
attempted suicide.

• The general location of each suicide or attempted suicide.
• The demographic information of each law enforcement officer who commits 

or attempts suicide.
• The occupational category, including criminal investigator, corrections officer, 

line of duty officer, 911 dispatch operator, of each law enforcement officer 
who commits or attempts suicide.

• The method used in each suicide or attempted suicide. 
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Scope:
Law Enforcement Officer – means any current or former officer (including a 
correctional officer), agent, employee of the United States, a state, indian tribe, or 
a political subdivision of a state authorized by law to engage in or supervise the 
prevention, detection, investigation, or prosecution of any violation of the criminal 
laws of the United States, a state, indian tribe, or a political subdivision of a state.

Corrections
Telecommunications
Legal System (prosecutors and judges)
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Privacy and Confidentiality 

The LESDC was developed with confidentiality of the subject of the incident in 
mind. Although general facts are obtained about the incident which support the 
information identified within the LESDC Act, there is no directly identifiable 
information collected on an individual.

U.S. Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Criminal Justice Information Services Division
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Comprehensive Testing Conducted
• Approximately 25 participating agencies
• Representation from each demographic represented

• Phase I:   Cognitive Interviews
• Phase II:  Coverage Assessment 
• Phase III: Usability Testing 

U.S. Department of Justice
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LESDC Preliminary Worksheet 

• Administrative Data
• Personal Data Relative to the Incident
• General Data Pertaining to the Incident
• Circumstances of the Incident
• Wellness Policy and Training

U.S. Department of Justice
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Why Report?

Law enforcement agencies should ensure not only resources are available to their 
personnel, but the right resources are available. Not only can effective intervention 
save officers’ lives, but also safeguard agencies from the devastating effects of 
suicide.
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How do agencies report?

• The collection launched on January 1, 2022, and is available to the law enforcement 
community on the Law Enforcement Enterprise Portal (LEEP).  To contribute data to 
the LESDC, law enforcement agency personnel must first obtain LEEP authorization 
and access. 
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Training:
• Training is provided by the 

FBI’s UCR Program training 
group. 
• Webinar based
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Goal moving forward:

• The goal of Law Enforcement Suicide Data Collection is to increase participation in 
this collection, as it is vital and will not only help the law enforcement community 
understand why this tragedy occurred but could also help prevent death by 
suicides from occurring in the future.
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Questions?
LESDC@fbi.gov
304-625-5370
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