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ACCSP Perspectives

• Partner in state conduct of MRIP General Surveys
(APAIS & FHS) in Maine to Georgia

• Presentation of MRIP estimates
• Consolidate Atlantic Recreational Data Collection 

Priorities
• Contribute to Commission and Council stock 

assessments  



ACCSP Perspective on Standards

• MRIP General Survey Conduct
– Overall support of robust and defensible survey data
– Adoption of changes to questions of regional importance – within PRA
– NOAA supported move to electronic data capture in field (staff tablets)
– Support increased state involvement in estimate review process
– Support process improvements (MFA, Wave 1 expansion, Discards 

pilot)

• Design Certification Process
– Necessary and robust
– Iterative, time consuming, and evolving
– Developing documentation is significant task
– Statistical evaluations require outside expertise
– Separates design and implementation



Are Standards Clear & Feasable? 
 For MRIP General Survey  - mostly yes
 Primary documentation and PRA handled by NOAA
 3: Data quality
 4: Transition Planning
 5.1: Certification
 5.2: Documentation of MFA funded work 

• Table of sample sizes
• PSE of indicator species

 6: Process Improvement
 7.2 Precision Standards

• Support ranges and color coding
• Access to wave level data

• For alternate surveys 
Check with Gulf and Pacific regions



5.2: Annual Reporting (MFA) 

• Note 5 year average from pre-MFA sampling
• This graphic extracted from APAIS 2023 Annual Report
• Sampling controlled for number of assignments, intercepts variable











Presentation of MRIP public queries 

• Provide alternate location to access same data
• Developed in coordination with NOAA

– Sharing updated queries with GSMFC

• Follows data presentation Standard 7
– PSE ranges 
– Calendar and Fishing Years
– Can query by detailed wave, mode, and distance from shore



Data Distribution  - Public Queries



Data Distribution  - Public Queries



Data Distribution  - Public Queries



Data Distribution  - Public Queries



Data Distribution  - Public Queries



Data Distribution  - Public Queries

Cobia by state  and year



Data Distribution  - Public Queries

Note 3 species of grouper  at year / Region level 
have PSE above recommended use



How do the standards affect data use?

Management of numerous Commission and SAFMC 
species uses MRIP estimates as best scientific 
information available, which necessitates using 
estimates with PSE > 50  which is in conflict with MRIP 
Data Standards recommendation



How do the standards affect data use?

Fisheries management will continue to need estimates 
at greater detail (such as wave, fishing mode, and 
distance from shore) to evaluate mode management,  
fishing seasons, and in season monitoring. 





Process Improvement:
MRIP data collection in unsampled waves
For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS)
• Possible with existing staff and budget
• Maryland through Georgia 2025

Fishing Effort Survey (FES) – Private anglers
• Dependent upon funding and FES contract scope
• Potential for 2026 – NC, SC, GA

APAIS Dockside Intercepts
• Dependent upon increased staffing & funding
• Developing criteria based on level of effort
• Supports for-hire logbook methodology
• Unknown implementation
• South Carolina 2025
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