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Three Points

1. Spatial advantage and disadvantage are long-term, 
multigenerational processes
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Three Points

1. Spatial advantage and disadvantage are long-term, 
multigenerational processes

Implications: 
• Places, including institutions, exposures, opportunities, are 

central to the mobility process
• Histories of places and people are essential
• Linking areas/people/families across long periods of time and 

across regions, countries is a crucial part of understanding 
inequality today

• Examples: Derenoncourt (2022); Rothstein (2018)



Three Points

2. Spatial inequality is generated by active interventions into
space



Home Owners Loan 
Corporation map of 
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Stonecrest, Georgia

Atlanta’s downtown, 
before and after 
highway construction



Stonecrest, Georgia

Atlanta’s downtown, 
before and after 
highway construction



Single-family zoning in 
Sandy Springs, GA



Opportunity Insights



Spatial barricades: informal or formal boundaries that 
divide and regulate the use of space
• Red-lined (and yellow-lined) neighborhoods (HOLC maps) 
• Formation of new cities and towns (Census of Governments; Boundary and Annexation Survey; 

Government Finance Database)
• New school districts, attendance areas or charter schools (Government Finance Database; 

Stanford Education Data Archive)
• Special water and sewer districts (Census of Governments; Government Finance Database)
• Housing developments with gated entry (American Housing Survey restricted data; Zillow 

home listings database)
• Exclusionary land use regulations (Corelogic national database of land parcels)
• Placement of highways (1947 interstate highway plan and current interstate highway maps)
• Fortified zones of commerce and consumerism (BIDs)
• Reliance on prisons/jails (Vera Institute county-level incarcerated population files) 



Three Points
2. Spatial inequality is generated by active interventions into
space

Implications: 
• Urban inequality is relational: The decisions made by actors on one 

side of a set of boundaries affect the outcomes on the other side
• Neighborhoods are not islands; they are part of social systems
• More policy research must focus on the active interventions to divide 

space and to reinforce spatial stratification: HMID; land use 
regulations; occupational licensing requirements; local housing 
decisions

• Examples: Faber (2020); Trounstine (2018)



Three Points

3. Mobility happens through interactions, local social 
processes, turning points, shifts in mindset, identity formation, 
networks…
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VIOLENT 
CRIME AND ECONOMIC MOBILITY





Three Points

3. Mobility happens through interactions, local social 
processes, turning points, shifts in mindset, sense of identity…

Implications: 
• Ethnography has to be at the center of the effort to 

understand social and economic mobility
• Example: American Voices Project


