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Rapid Growth of the US Asian Population



















I. Data Disaggregation
is key to understanding the Asian 

American population and
is a civil rights issue











II. Institutional Trust
US Census, Criminal Justice System,

Health Care System





Health Disparities
 South Asians and Filipinos: T2DM
 Korean and Japanese: Gastric Cancer
 Vietnamese: Lung Cancer

No national guidelines for early detection of      
high-risk cancers for Asian Americans



NIH has invested only 0.17% of its budget on 
AAPIs between 1992 and 2018



III. Historic Lack of Investment
 Of the $19 billion awarded by foundations 

between 1983 and 1990, only 0.18% was awarded 
to AAPI organizations.

 In 2018, the figure increased to 0.20%

 For every $100 awarded by foundations, 
only 20 cents was designated for AAPI 
communities.



TAAF raised $1.1 
billion to address 
a longstanding 
lack of investment 
in AAPI 
communities and 
to combat anti-
Asian hate



Recommendations



1. Expand collection 
categories for the following 
Asian sub-populations

 Chinese
 Asian Indian
 Filipino
 Japanese
 Korean
 Vietnamese
 Pakistani
 Cambodian
 Hmong
 Laotian
 Thai
 Taiwanese
 Burmese
 Bangladeshi
 Nepalese

Recommendation I: Data Collection Standards
2. Expand collection 
categories for the following 
NHPI sub-populations

 Native Hawaiian
 Samoan
 Chamorro
 Tongan
 iTaukei
 Marshallese
 Other Pacific Islander

3. Expand collection categories for 
gender identity, including women 
and gender expansive individuals

 Female
 Male
 Intersex
 Non-binary
 Transgender
 Cisgender
 Prefer not to disclose

4. Implement the American Community Survey 
practice of collecting information on nativity, 
including country of birth of the individual and each 
parent



Recommendation II: Data Equity

Data Equity in all stages of Design, 
Analysis, and Dissemination

 Designing data collection instruments 
that are linguistically and culturally
appropriate



Recommendation III: Inclusion and Trust

 Create and support a Scientific Advisory 
Committee and a Community Advisory 
Committee on data equity (e.g., US Census: 
CSAC and NAC)

INCLUDE community leaders and scientific 
experts at all stages of federal statistical 
data collection, which will also help build 
institutional TRUST



Recommendation IV: Investment
 The surge in anti-Asian hate has exposed the 

historic lack of investment in Asian American 
communities

 The mass murder in Atlanta was a watershed 
moment

 Break the historic norm of neglect



Thank you!

Jennifer Lee
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