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Why Incorporate History? 
• Social Determinants of Health
• Life course / longitudinal
• Epigenetic evidence
• Persistence of culture 
• Inherited trauma
• Continuing biobehavioral responses: 

Weathering, Hypervigilance



Racial Disparity in Pregnancy 
Outcomes

• Spatial/Community

 Intensity of local residential segregation (Kramer et al 2010)

 State expansion of Medicaid funding (Bhatt & Beck-Sague 2018)

 Racial economic inequality (Howell et al 2016; Kothari et al 2016; 
Ncube et al 2016; Siddiqi et al 2016 )

 Local racial climate (Chae et al 2018; Orchard & Johnson 2017)

 2016 election & immigration raids (Gemmill et al 2019; Novak et 
al 2017)

• Individual

 Experiences with racism (Bower et al 2018 )



Why Incorporate History? 
Local histories of racial violence linked to:

 Mid-century Klan activity (Owens et al. 2015; Cunningham and 
Phillips 2007); Late 20th century Black church burnings 
(McAdam et al. 2013); Southern “segregationist academies” 
(Porter et al. 2014) 

 Crime & Law enforcement: hate crimes reporting (King et 
al. 2009); Black prison admissions (Jacobs et al. 2012); Use of 
the death penalty (Jacobs et al. 2005); White-on-Black homicide 
(Messner et al. 2005)
Corporal punishment in public schools (Ward et al 2021) 

Intensity of Enslavement (1860) linked to:

 Conservative political attitudes (Acharya et al 2016)
 Racial economic disparity (O’Connell 2012)



History as a Fundamental Cause of Disease



What Tools Can We Already 
Leverage?
• Census data (individual and aggregated)
• Elections data down to the county level
• Census of Religious Bodies
• Legal Executions
• Spatial linkages
• Vital statistics
• School enrollment
• Limited administrative record linkages



Current 
Challenges 

Uneven availability over space or 
time 

Changing administrative boundaries 
(Modifiable Areal Unit Problem)

Missing not at random

Distribution/Availability



What Can New 
Historical Data 
Show Us?

Crosswalks/spatial 
overlays for 
additional 

geographies (ex: 
enumeration 

districts)

Expanded 
administrative 

linkages

Policy impacts Civil society



Incorporating History: 
Environmental Equity

• Spatial/Community

 Locations of toxic releases

 Environmental events

 Epidemics & disease outbreaks

• Individual

 Record linkages to enable life 
course spatial map

 Multigenerational 
environmental exposures



Incorporating 
History: Opportunity 

Structures

• Spatial/Community

 Public Policy 

 School funding

 Local Job Market

• Individual

 Multigenerational program participation

 Occupational trajectories



Incorporating History: 
Social Environment 

• Spatial/Community

 Civil society
 Voting behavior & suppression

 Medical / health care structures

• Individual
 Vital statistics



Challenges with Expanding Access

• Survivability of Records

o What was recorded? By whom? For what purpose?
o Literacy: Elite perspectives 

• Knowing what is out there

• Permission to access
• Trade-offs between time/labor inputs & accuracy



Current 
Initiatives
• Library of Congress digital 

acquisitions

• Zooniverse crowdsourcing 
opportunities

• Mellon Foundation

• Humanities Without Walls



The Bottom Line

Communities and 
individuals are shaped

by the past – their 
own and that of their 

ancestors

Variation in root 
causes requires 

variation in 
approaches for 

equitable outcomes



Thank You!

Amy Kate Bailey
akbailey@uic.edu
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