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“IN THE BEGINNING, THERE WAS “PREJUDICE”

Common sense still regards “racism” as...prejudice.
This explains the seeming contradiction of

officers of color being as likely as their White

counterparts to use lethal force against

people of color. See by Menifield, Charles E;
Shin, Geiguen; Strother, Logan, “Do White Law

Enforcement Officers Target Minority
Suspects?” Public Administration Review,
2019,Volume 79, Issue 1: 56-68.
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A systemic racism understanding of
the police force would begin with
1) its history as an outgrowth of
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Despite the Post-George Floyd change in language (we now say “systemic” o
“structural racism’), we still do not appreciate what mq!<es racism systemic!
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The University of Michigah
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- STRUCTURAL ALTERNATIVES

* There are options such as Joe Feagin’s “systemic racism” take, M. Omi
and H. Winant’s classic “racial formation theory,” Charles Mills’ “the
racial contract,” but the BEST one is....

* The CIALIZED SOCIAL SYSTEM, RSS/ approach | advanced in
my 1997 “Rethinking Racism” ASR paper to which | have added

some theoretical texture and nuance over the years.




_ BASICS OF THE RSS ..

1) World-system was racialized in 15™ century creating RACIALIZED
SOCIAL SYSTEMS where social, economic, political, and even

psychological goods have been partially allocated by “race.”
2) Race and racism as social and “political” constructs that

...are mutually reinforced, we racialize as we enforce racial
order and we enforce racial order as we racialize (thus, race and

racism co-emerged and are co-determined).



el
e’

\_/ — Excuse me officer! You think yovand |
e N
::: ‘I‘:

are different, but the Human Genome
Project._BLAH, BLAH, BLAH___and race | )
is “socially constructed,” so.. A

BASICS OF THE RSS

3) Races are constructs, but they are socially real.* Being a member of X or Y
race has consequences, positive for whites and negative for non-whites.

4) Races, accordingly, develop different racial interests—subordinated racial
groups fight to challenge their position in the system and dominant races
defend the racial order in various ways and modalities.

5) “Racial contestation” refers to the struggle for position in the racial order
which transpires infrequently through concerted collective action (CRM or
BLM), but often through individuals’ actions (e.g., fighting a microagression,
etc.) or mostly through actors following the dominant racial script of a period
(for example, Whites keep trucking like all is OK and receive passively the
“wages of whiteness” (Roediger 1992)). ~ _/
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~ A FEW IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF ¥
STRUCTURAL THEORY OF RACISM
Must take seriously collective nature of practices and bek gfof actors in
society (this is the core of any STRUCTURAL approach)
Must be HISTORICALLY-BOUND and sensitive to regional, local, and societal
variations
Must be MATERIALIST (explain why people contest over racial affairs)
Must account for INDIVIDUALS, their SOCIAL SUBJECTIVITY, and how the s

RACIAL STRUCTURE is produced and reproduced...(sTRUCTURE CAN NOT BE A GHOST) -/
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Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, Duke University

In this article, 1 clarify some components and expand a few underdeveloped ideas
of the racialized social system approach to racial stratification. 1 divide the paper into
three parts. In the first section, | explore the limitations of the figure of “the racs™ In
the second part, | examine the problem of change. In the third pant, which is the core of
the paper, | discuss what makes “systemic racism”™ systemic. My main contention in this
article is that the “systemic™ in “systemic racism”™ means that we all participate in the
repeoduction of the racalized onder. Funthermore, this reproduction depends fundamen-
tally on behavior and actions that are normative, habituated, and often unconscious
Hence, systemic racism is the product of the behavior and practices of regular White
folks rather than the “racists.” In the conclusion, | discuss the implications of my claims
for further theory -building., research. and the struggle for racial justice.

— AN )

N’

o’

DED TO RSS



9

S
ic Group
Ethnic

5%

urx:A7m\xw
P B

iti
k” Ha
ﬁﬁB|C|C

In

o
s in

/mUIO‘H'O

n

Brow

iy, quum«,t iy,
)umgmm)lmy a ml,ml,/'m
e ive Poliyg 8 r’]m[[»ugu ay
o dmmgi»« o Tetag) nuu,,(m mmxeunlw
el 08y Wy, SCinlgg, sts g, kg, Loy
aad gy, g i sugemm,«. g, Wor g, gy,
st Wi 'S,
ey
iy ol
hitz
i n I vutato & w
ions i
. tion

iet
itian society
Hai

e
Y g, thegy
4

“ fsicy With,
Hetioe
Hcisgy, i

Sy, 16mul]..y~3‘ilm
thy Oughy Amcncwuzau'xm of Facyy
Oy e gy, Um'red Stagpg tlimnl[a»
e, mlm-mn S ing tugy
this mlcm’m;,uun .
1‘?6’6:"0)

.

| VER
,Tgﬂ(vg“"p
T




-4

- RACIAL SUBJECTIVITY IS ALWAYSS

S

N

MAKING,” NEVER FULLY FINISHE

* Actors are always more than “racialized”§

gendered subjects (one source of internal &

p

W 1/
ACross

e Other factors (political orientation, education, levels of interaction

race, etc.) affect an individual’s racial sensibilities (variance on all racial groups) eces:

* Nevertheless, for fundamental structural and cultural change on race to_
happen, RACIAL CONTESTATION is necessary. PERIOD! e
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_ THE BIG RACIAL PROBLEM IS, & HAS ALWAYS BEEN...
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"~ |LLUSTRATION OF HOW A SR APPROACH HELPS US
~ MEASURE/THINK THROUGH RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION

INDEX OF RESIDENTIAL DISSIMILARITY measures evenness of population
distribution in a geographical area

D=1/2 (2 [bi/b-wi/wl),

Where b, and w; are the number of black and white persons living in an
areq, and b and w are the total number of blacks and whites in the city,
respectively. (RUNS from O to 100) a



MI REPORT

The End of the Segregated Century: Racial

Separation in America's Neighborhoods, 1890-
2010

Jacob L. Vigdor, Edward L. Glaeser
January 22, 2012
Urban Policy: Housing; Race: Other

Figure |. Black/Nonblack Segregation 1890-2010
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Sociologists Angelina Grigoryeva and Martin Ruef explain that this residential closeness

was instead a reflection of history K. Residential patterns in southern cities manifested

the heritage of the nineteenth century, when “blacks who were engaged as slaves or

servants lived in close proximity to the whites who owned or employed them.” Plantation N Vi

culture had moved to the cities: White families dominated front streets, while “blacks were

relegated to living on smaller streets and alleys.” N H E R E ?
This “backyard” pattern of segregation ¥

“reproduced the residential inequality
that had once existed under slavery.”

EAT, at least Jim Crow great, but not...

>etter” than in Midwest/Northeast (not in table but

“Rooted in a legacy of slavery and indicative of highly unequal status relationships between

blacks and whites, the pattern of segregation along street networks was not captured by W H Y°*
°

conventional measures of segregation,” write Grigoryeva and Ruef.

GENTRIFICATION & SPATIAL MEASUREMENTS
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. DURHAM, NC: NEW KIND OF WHITES" HYPERSEGREGATION
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- "HOW TO DO RESIDENTIAL ANALYSIS SR RI

1) Do not reify metrics (context and history matter). The

0 iagat 1
VY YTTYTYYY
3) Measure contacts and their valence! (The hidden arge BEHIND THE &

D is Gordon Allport's old “contact hypothesis theory .;;ea..dpﬁﬁl,;i,.a

ultiethnic Neighborhood

racial matter in Time 1 may not be as useful in Time

|

2) Be mindful that space and organizations are “rocializ,u |

4) Racial life in spaces (tracts, blocs, neighborhoods) nee
examined rather than assumed.

5) Always think about power dynamics and the implications of your -~

arguments. Be mindful that actors’ positions in RSS are not symmetrical. /
E.q.. saying that “Blacks and Whites |evels of segreqation are similar, sz.." or that Blacks “self-segregate” ignore how

racial power structures the life chances of all us differently in ﬁlﬁces\md/spaces. | 9 /
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