


IN THE BEGINNING, THERE WAS “PREJUDICE” 

• Common sense still regards “racism” as…prejudice.

• Despite the Post-George Floyd change in language (we now say “systemic” or 
“structural racism”), we still do not appreciate what makes racism systemic! 



SOME LIMITATIONS OF THE “PREJUDICE APPROACH” 
1) Focus on individuals psychology/attitudes

Collective, societal, and not limited to attitudes (forms an IDEOLOGY)

2) Ahistorical stand 
SR can be dated (the process began in the 15th century), 
forms a regime (set of practices), changes over time (racial regimes 
change), and exhibits variations across countries, regions, localities

3) Focus on overt actions
Limits our analysis severely as it does not allow us to appreciate 
the mundane, everyday, and often covert ways in which race matters 

4) Moral/psychological focus (rotten apples) 
SR has a material foundation (but please keep in mind that the material 
encompasses more than $$)



STRUCTURAL ALTERNATIVES 

• There are options such as Joe Feagin’s “systemic racism” take, M. Omi 
and H. Winant’s classic “racial formation theory,” Charles Mills’ “the 
racial contract,” but the BEST one is….

• The                                                            approach I advanced in 
my 1997 “Rethinking Racism” ASR paper to which I have added 
some theoretical texture and nuance over the years. 

RACIALIZED SOCIAL SYSTEM, RSS



BASICS OF THE RSS

1) World-system was racialized in 15th century creating RACIALIZED 

SOCIAL SYSTEMS where social, economic, political, and even 
psychological goods have been partially allocated by “race.” 

2) Race and racism as social and “political” constructs that

…are mutually reinforced, we racialize as we enforce racial
order and we enforce racial order as we racialize (thus, race and 
racism co-emerged and are co-determined). 



BASICS OF THE RSS
3) Races are constructs, but they are socially real.* Being a member of X or Y 
race has consequences, positive for whites and negative for non-whites. 

4) Races, accordingly, develop different racial interests—subordinated racial 
groups fight to challenge their position in the system and dominant races 
defend the racial order in various ways and modalities. 

5) “Racial contestation” refers to the struggle for position in the racial order 
which transpires infrequently through concerted collective action (CRM or 
BLM), but often through individuals’ actions (e.g., fighting a microagression, 
etc.) or mostly through actors following the dominant racial script of a period
(for example, Whites keep trucking like all is OK and receive passively the 
“wages of whiteness” (Roediger 1992)).   



A FEW IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF A GOOD 
STRUCTURAL THEORY OF RACISM 

Must take seriously collective nature of practices and behaviors of actors in 
society (this is the core of any STRUCTURAL approach) 

Must be HISTORICALLY-BOUND and sensitive to regional, local, and societal 
variations 

Must be MATERIALIST (explain why people contest over racial affairs)

Must account for INDIVIDUALS, their SOCIAL SUBJECTIVITY, and how the 
RACIAL STRUCTURE is produced and reproduced…( )  



SOME OF THE NEW TEXTURE & NUANCE ADDED TO RSS



THE “WHITE HABITUS” MOLDS INDIVIDUAL WHITES INTO 
WHITENESS
Whites’ hypersegregation in life (not just                                                   
residential) leads to the reinforcement of                                            
whiteness as norms, culture, aesthetics, emotions*,                                                  
and cognitions.

In “Black” Haiti 

Brown/mulattos in 
powerful positions in 
Haitian society  



RACIAL SUBJECTIVITY IS ALWAYS AN IMPERFECT, IN “THE 
MAKING,” NEVER FULLY FINISHED PROCESS 
• Actors are always more than “racialized” as they are also classed and 

gendered subjects (one source of internal variance) 

• White Habitus is not like night school (variance)* 

• Other factors (political orientation, education, levels of interaction across 
race, etc.) affect an individual’s racial sensibilities (variance on all racial groups)/EGGS*    

• Nevertheless, for fundamental structural and cultural change on race to 
happen, RACIAL CONTESTATION is necessary. PERIOD! 

ENRIQUE TARRIO



THE BIG RACIAL PROBLEM IS, & HAS ALWAYS BEEN…

NOT

SO EASY TO SAY, YET 
SO HARD  
TO CONVEY TO 
WHITES! 



ILLUSTRATION OF HOW A SR APPROACH HELPS US 
MEASURE/THINK THROUGH RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION 

INDEX OF RESIDENTIAL DISSIMILARITY measures evenness of population 
distribution in a geographical area

D = 1/2  ( ∑ [bi/b - wi/w]), 

Where bi and wi are the number of black and white persons living in an 
area, and b and w are the total number of blacks and whites in the city, 
respectively.   (RUNS from 0 to 100)





WHAT DO WE LEARN HERE?
1) Things are becoming GREAT, at least Jim Crow great, but not…

2) Things in the South are “better” than in Midwest/Northeast (not in table but  
about 10 points better). WHY?*

3) The magic of 50  
GENTRIFICATION & SPATIAL MEASUREMENTS 



DURHAM, NC: NEW KIND OF HYPERSEGREGATION 



HOW TO DO RESIDENTIAL ANALYSIS SR RIGHT!
1) Do not reify metrics (context and history matter). The metrics to assess X 

racial matter in Time 1 may not be as useful in Time 3… 

2) Be mindful that space and organizations are “racialized” (H CUs)!

3) Measure contacts and their valence! (The hidden argument behind                                 
D is Gordon Allport's old “contact hypothesis theory.”)  

4) Racial life in spaces (tracts, blocs, neighborhoods) needs to be 
examined rather than assumed. 

5) Always think about power dynamics and the implications of your 
arguments. Be mindful that actors’ positions in RSS are not symmetrical.
E.g., saying that “Blacks and Whites levels of segregation are similar, so…” or that Blacks “self-segregate” ignore how 
racial power structures the life chances of all us differently in places and spaces. 



THAT’S IT! 
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