
Novel Approaches to Administrative and
Crowd-Sourced Data
Applications, concerns, and new directions for
quantifying contemporary state violence

Frank Edwards
May 17, 2022

School of Criminal Justice, Rutgers University - Newark



New data = new opportunities for
measuring state violence



People killed by police in the US, 2013 - 2021 by month

60

80

100

120

2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

P
eo

pl
e 

ki
lle

d 
by

 p
ol

ic
e 

us
e 

of
 fo

rc
e

Average daily killings: 3.2 
Average monthly killings: 96.5 
Average yearly killings: 1157.7 

data from fatalencounters.org
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New data can reveal limits of official
statistics



People killed by police in the US, 2013 - 2021 by month
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Fatal encounters (black); NVSS (red) with linear trend (dashed)

Average daily killings − FE:  3.2 ; NVSS:  1.6 
Average monthly killings − FE:  96.5 ; NVSS:  49.8 
Average yearly killings − FE:  1157.7 ; NVSS:  597 

data from fatalencounters.org and CDC
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Unofficial data are not a panacea:
the importance of data generating
processes



Searchable local news as data:
potential temporal biases



Deaths recorded in FE and NVSS 2000 - 2017
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Change in deaths reported in FE and NVSS, 2008 as reference
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Administrative court records as data:
missing data and potential spatial
bias



Age-specific risk of police use-of-force in New Jersey
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Use of force reports across NJ towns
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Child protection investigation
reports as data: non-reporting and
spatial bias



Administrative data on pre-natal substance exposure screening
2010 - 2019
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Looking forward



Two fundamental problems in official data collection

• Federalism
• Politics
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Potential for unofficial data on state violence

• News as data is powerful, but limited
• Funders and Universities need to commit to long-term
data collection
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Moving forward with administrative data on state violence

• Agency admin data high quality, but limited scope
• Agency involvement in research approval limits scope of
critical work

• Geographic biases in availability
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