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Intention to be vaccinated for COVID-19 rises across the board  

Six-in-ten Americans say they 
would definitely or probably 
get a coronavirus vaccine if it 
were available today, up 9 
percentage points from 51% in 
September.  

While the uptick in intent to 
get a vaccine for COVID-19 has 
been broad based, there 
remain sizable differences 
among key demographic 
groups.  

Black Americans continue to 
stand out as less inclined to 
get vaccinated than other 
racial and ethnic groups: 42% 
would do so, compared with 
63% of Hispanic and 61% of 
White adults. English-
speaking Asian Americans are 
even more likely to say they 
would definitely or probably 
get vaccinated (83%). 

The coronavirus is thought to 
be a particular health risk for 
older adults, who are more 
likely to have complicating 
preexisting conditions and 
weaker immune systems to 
combat the disease. Three-
quarters of adults ages 65 and 
older say they would definitely 

Growing share intend to get a COVID-19 vaccine, 
though fewer than half of Black adults say they would 
% of U.S. adults who say they would definitely/probably get a vaccine for 
COVID-19 if one were available today 

 

* Asian adults were interviewed in English only. 
Note: Respondents who gave other responses or did not give an answer are not shown. 
White, Black and Asian adults include those who report being only one race and are not 
Hispanic. Hispanics are of any race. Family income tiers are based on adjusted 2019 
earnings. 
Source: Survey conducted Nov. 18-29, 2020. 
“Intent to Get a COVID-19 Vaccine Rises to 60% as Confidence in Research and 
Development Process Increases” 
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The threat from anecdotes and misinformation



Needed: Trusted sources (Fauci)

(Bokemper et al. N.d.)



Needed: Trusted sources (HC workers)

Parents’ Trust of Vaccine-Safety
Information Sources

The person whom parents report
trusting the most for vaccine-safety in-
formation is their child(ren)’s doctor.
The great majority of parents report
trusting their child’s doctor a lot
(76%). The sources next most likely to
be trusted a lot were other health care
providers (26%) and government vac-
cine experts/officials (23%). Many
other sources for vaccine-safety infor-
mation were frequently reported to be
trusted some, including family and
friends (67%) and parents who believe
their child was harmed by a vaccine
(65%). Celebrities were trusted a lot
for vaccine-safety information by 2% of
the respondents and some by 24%
(Table 2).

The information medium endorsed
most frequently as being trusted a lot
for vaccine-safety information was
Web sites from doctor groups such as
the American Academy of Pediatrics
(27%). Many parents reported that

they do not use or do not view several
potential sources of vaccine-safety in-
formation (Table 3).

There were significant differences
seen according to gender with re-
gard to trust placed in specific
sources for vaccine-safety informa-
tion. Mothers differed from fathers
in that they were more likely to re-
port some or a lot of trust in vaccine-
safety information provided by par-
ents who claim their child was
injured by vaccines, celebrities, tele-
vision shows, and magazines/news
articles (Table 4).

There were also differences in trust of
specific people for vaccine-safety in-
formation among parents of different
races/ethnicities. White and Hispanic
parents were more likely than black
parents to trust family and friends a
lot or some, and Hispanic parents
were more likely than white or black
parents to trust celebrities a lot or

some for vaccine-safety information
(Table 5).

DISCUSSION

Among the most important findings in
this study is that the source most
trusted by parents for vaccine-safety
information is their child(ren)’s doc-
tor, which is consistent with the re-
sults of several previous studies.1–4

However, other investigators have
found that a significant number of par-
ents feel that physicians do not pro-
vide enough information4,5 and that
public health officials are not trust-
worthy.6 These parents’ beliefs may be
reflected in our observation that at
least some parents place trust in non-
traditional sources of safety informa-
tion, such as celebrities, and in par-
ents who believe that their child was
harmed by a vaccine. Usually, these
sources use anecdotal information
or personal accounts rather than
population-based data or large clinical
studies on which to base their per-
spectives. This conflict between health
professionals and non–health profes-
sionals as information sources re-
garding vaccine safety is shaping the
national dialogue on the issue.

Health Professionals as Sources of
Vaccine-Safety Information

The source reported as being trusted a
lot by the greatest proportion (27%) of
our respondents was Web sites from
doctor groups such as the American
Academy of Pediatrics. Web sites from

TABLE 3 Parents’ Trust of Certain Sources for Vaccine-Safety Information

A Lot, % Some, % Not at
All, %

Do Not
Use/View, %

Web sites from doctor groups like the American
Academy of Pediatrics

27 38 6 29

Government Web sites 7 42 13 38
Magazine/news articles about a child believed
to be harmed by a vaccine

3 48 21 28

Television programs reporting a child was
harmed by a vaccine

3 46 22 29

Web sites from companies that make vaccines 2 30 26 42
Web sites from groups that oppose vaccines 1 30 23 46

TABLE 1 Weighted Sample Characteristics

Demographic %

Parent gender
Female 58
Parent race/ethnicity
White 67
Black 11
Hispanic 15
Other 7
Parent education
Less than high school 10
High school 29
Some college 31
Bachelor degree or more 30
Household income
Less than $30 000 20
$30 000–$60 000 33
$60 000–$100 000 30
$100 000 or more 17
Parent age

!30 y 20
30–40 y 39
"40 y 41
Region of the country
Northeast 15
Midwest 23
South 38
West 23

TABLE 2 Parental Report of Levels of Trust of
Certain People for Vaccine-Safety
Information

A
Lot,
%

Some,
%

Not
at All,
%

My child(ren)’s doctor 76 22 2
Other health care providers 26 70 4
Government vaccine
experts/officials

23 61 16

Family and friends 15 67 18
Parents who believe their
child was harmed by a
vaccine

8 65 27

Celebrities 2 24 74
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Needed: Trusted sources (Republicans)



Especially critical in marginalized communities


