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Yale’s study “Global Warming Risk Perceptions in India” revealed that the 
single most frequent response among Indians was ‘don’t know’ (25%), which 

was in contrast to the US public where this response was rare.

However,
Indians associated with “pollution” (21%), “heat” (20%), “Nature” (16%), 
“Climate” (14%), indicating they interpret global warming as an everyday 

lived experience in their local environment.

Most Importantly,
Unlike in the US, there were no naysayers indicating climate denial. 
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Malaysia Philippines Singapore Thailand Vietnam Indonesia India Bangladesh Pakistan

Total 
Articles 166,928 14 7,212 133,4 71 60 ,891 4 1,155 4 2 ,309 1,14 6,258 184 ,273 170,028

Climate 
Articles

7,300  
(4 .4 %)

7,24 5 
(4 .9%) 7,238  (5.4 %) 3 ,067 (5%) 3 ,701 (9%) 3 ,077 

(7.3%)
37,261 
(3 .3%) 11,231 (6.1%) 9,967 

(5.9%)

Disaster 
Articles 3,301 (2%) 3 ,74 3  

(2 .5%) 2 ,506 (1.9%) 1,154  (1.9%) 1,103  
(2 .7%) 720 (1.7%) 13 ,94 4  

(1.2%) 5,666 (3 .1%) 4 ,027 
(2 .4 %)

Climate x 
Disaster 
Articles

971 
(29.4 %) 912 (24 .4 %) 74 7 (29.8%) 365 (31.6%) 4 36 

(36.8%)
270 

(37.5%)
2 ,989 

(21.4 %) 1,926 (34 %) 1,852  
(4 6%)

❖ A broad lack of intersectional thinking in the quality of articles in these countries, 
despite the scale of the impacts of climate change across economies and lives

❖ The links between climate change and natural disasters was more muted in ASEAN
ASEAN me dia  made  le s s  conne c tion be twe e n natura l dis as te rs  and c limate  change  
compare d to SAARC, e s pe c ia lly in highe r volume  re gions

❖ There is a tendency to focus on big events which quash the discussions on other 
is s ue s  of re le vance



Pakistan and Bangladesh media shared anxiety about climate changes impact on these 
e conomically fragile  countrie s , while  Indian me dia  was  much more  pos itive  looking ahe ad to 
mitigation and coope ration s tra te gie s  be ing de ve lope d for dis as te r re s pons e

India was a big outlier for SAARC 
countries

Pakis tan e s pe c ia lly with a lmos t half of artic le s  me ntioning natural dis as te rs  a ls o me ntioning 
c limate  change . Two of the  mos t s hare d artic le s  for Pakis tan a ls o inc lude d c limate  change  in 
the  title . The  two countrie s  a ls o s hare d a  growing focus  on how c limate  change  le d dis as te r 
e xace rbate  e xis ting e conomic  fra iltie s  and the  ne e d for inte rnational financ ia l s upport to 
minimis e  the s e  impac ts .

Bangladesh/Pakistan media were 
among the most conscious of the 
relationship between climate 
change and natural disasters

Whe the r it was  adaptation or mitigation, SAARC me dia  on ave rage  focus e d more  on what is  
be ing done  to pre ve nt dis as te r impac ts  more  than the ir ASEAN counte rparts . For India , 
mitigation was  much more  pre vale nt, while  Banglade s h/Pakis tan focus e d more  on what can 
be  done  to limit e conomic  impac ts  without focus ing on s pe c ific  s olutions .

The SAARC region tended to be 
more solutions - focused 
compared to ASEAN 

Key Findings - SAARC



Within that, Malaysian reporting was fairly shallow, focusing on broad stroke issues like 
floods  without focus e d cove rage  on particular dis as te rs . Whe n dis ucs s ing local is s ue s , 
human inte re s t s torie s  around c limate  dis as te rs  prove d ve ry popular on s oc ia l me dia . 
Singapore  a ls o we re  ve ry s olutions  focus e d in the ir cove rage  of dome s tic  dis as te rs , 
e s pe c ia lly whe re  te chnological innovation was  involve d.

Malaysia and Singapore were the 
only countries to see a more 
international than domestic focus

While  the  we athe r s ys te ms  we re n’t pre s e nt in the  major s torie s  of any SAARC countrie s  
(de s pite  influe nc ing the  pre vale nce  of natural dis as te rs ), ne arly e ve ry ASEAN country had 
artic le s  e xpre s s ing anxie ty about what impac ts  the  s ys te ms  will have , with s ome  countrie s  
s uch as  the  Philippine s  re porting e ve ry ye ar 

El Nino/La Nina loomed large 
across the region

Me dia re porte d on the  impac t on rice  produc tion s pe c ifically due  to a  mixture  of flooding and 
droughts  that le d to s e ve re  impac ts  on the  e conomy ge ne rally. While  c limate  change  was  
pre s e nte d as  a  fac tor in the s e  e conomic  s hocks , the  artic le s  did look a t a lte rnative  caus e s  
s uch as  changing habits  and e ne rgy price s .

Vietnam and Thailand had a 
strong focus on the impacts of 
natural disasters on agriculture 

Typhoons  J ulian for the  Philippine s  and Yagi in Vie tnam came  to dominate  the  focus  of 
broade r c limate  dis as te r re porting for the s e  countrie s  as  the  volume  of artic le s  but a ls o the  
life cyc le  of the m me ant the y dominate  he adline s . The re ’s  s ome  s ugge s tion that this  le ads  to a  
ce rta in we arine s s  with J ulian not among the  mos t s hare d s torie s  in the  Philippine s  (howe ve r 
Yagi appe are d in 2 /4  in Vie tnam).

Large, critical events can quickly 
contextualise all further reporting

Key Findings - ASEAN
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The ‘silent killer’
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Salience of Climate Impacts
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Relevance of Localisation

Localised, Tailored communication to reflect the climate and associated 
risks for local communities, as relevant to to their cultures and specific 
vulnerabilities 

Communicate in Local Languages to ensure climate attribution is 
understood by communities. 

Don't Underestimate Anecdotal Evidence in regions where impacts are 
more lived experiences than scientific knowledge.

Utilise Multiple Communication Platforms like digital technologies for 
health advisories, early warning systems; community based networks; and 
media collaborations

Organise Stakeholder Consultations with financial solutions
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Solutions, Not Fatigue

Financial Solutions to mobilise partnerships and innovations to accelerate 
climate action 

Levers of Decarbonisation are in motion despite pushback or lack of 
resources, with a focus on energy transition, electric mobility and green steel 

Attribution Aids Preparedness. Shaping narratives on building resilience & 
preparedness in governance frameworks, systems and infrastructure

Global Climate Leadership. Despite geopolitical turbulence, there is 
opportunity for emerging economies to fill in the climate leadership vacuum 

Inspire local and individual action towards low-consumption and 
sustainable lifestyles, which raise awareness and engage audience
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Thank you.
Thank You.
gunjan.jain@gsccnetwork.org
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