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findings relating to media representations:
• "media shape public discourse about climate mitigation 

…global media coverage has been growing {TS 6.2, 
13.4}“

• “media professionals have at times drawn on the norm 
of representing both sides of a controversy, bearing the 
risk of the disproportionate representation of 
scepticism of anthropogenic climate change despite the 
convergent agreement in climate science that humans 
contribute to climate change {13.4}“

• “accurate transference of the climate sciences has been 
undermined significantly by climate change 
countermovements, in both legacy and new/social 
media environments through misinformation {TS 6.2}“



extreme weather & climate event communication in 2025

what kinds of (news-based) 
communications work where, 
when, why, and under what 

conditions in the twenty-first 
century communication 

environment?



" المناخ تغیر " or " الحراري الاحتباس "

14 languages:
Arabic: 
Danish: ‘klimaforandringer’ or ‘global opvarmning’
English: ‘climate change’ or ‘global warming’
Finnish: ‘ilmastonmuutos’ or ‘ilmaston lämpeneminen’
French: ‘changement climatique’ or ‘réchauffement climatique’
German: ‘klimawandel’ or ‘globale erwärmung’ 
Italian: ‘cambiamenti climatici’ or ‘riscaldamento globale’
Japanese: ‘温暖化’ or ‘気候変動’
Korean: ‘기후변화’ or ‘온난화'
Norwegian: ‘global oppvarming’ or ‘klimaendring’
Portuguese: ‘mudanças climáticas’ or ‘aquecimento global’
Russian: ‘изменение климата’ or ‘глобальное потепление’
Spanish: ‘cambio climático’ or ‘calentamiento global’
Swedish: ‘global uppvärmning’ or ‘klimatförändring’
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media portrayals: bridging formal science & policy with our everyday

monthly updates currently include:
• 3 international, 7 regional, 16 country-level assessments
• 25 open-source datasets
• 50 interactive & downloadable figures (jpeg, png, pdf, 

SVG vector images) 
• Factiva, Infomedia, ProQuest, Nifty, BigKind and NexisUni 

databases



news story themes:
political    economic   cultural
scientific  ecological/meteorological (severe weather events)

Media & Climate Change Observatory (MeCCO)



ecological/meteorological (severe weather events)

media coverage: navigating conflict & extreme events
with climate impact attribution…going forward

October 2024 
examples



Do our discussions & actions to date meet 
the scale of challenges associated with 21st 

century climate change? 
Can we improve how we connect the dots 

through media coverage?

conclusions (for the moment)



questions/comments?

thank you
Max Boykoff
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