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How Elite Policy
Networks Influence
Climate Politics?

* Analyzes how state, market, and civil
society actors negotiate their positions to
address (or block efforts to address)
climate change in the US.

* Assesses how they have evolved over
time, focusing on political polarization,
scientific information diffusion, influence
and collaboration among policy elites
working on climate
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Main Findings and
Significance to American
Climate Politics

Single information sources are
amplified, distorting views of the state
of the field

Echo chambers amplify divergence
from the consensus (but can also
amplify the majority perspective)

Science is cherry picked and minority
positions can get caught in an echo
chamber that can then affect policy
outcomes.

Explains how mainstream perspectives
on science can flip-flop so significantly
based on political ideology
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Figure 5. ERG models for static samples. Coefficients shown as circles (not significant) and squares (significantat p < .05) with lines

as 95% confidence intervals.
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Integrating
Different
Types of
Collective
Action
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Direct

Activism

Personally
changing behaviors
individually or as a
collective

Indirect
Activism

Insiders: Pressuring
the State and Market
from within the system

Outsiders: Pressuring
the State and Market
from outside the
system

Social

Change
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Abstract
How has the youth climate movement in the US grown since the Climate Strikes began and i
it grew? This article takes advantage of a unique dataset that includes surveys from ac
ally coordinated climate sirikes in the US that began with Fridays for Future in spring 2019 Building on the research on
alliance building and strategic coalitions, this article analyzes how the patterns of participation changed over the period
of the study, We employ social network analysis to map the affiiation networks among the organizers of these events to
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Climate activism and its effects
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As activism including climate strikes have become a common occurrence
around the world, it is important 1o consider the growth in climate change-
focused activism and participation in social movements as a specific type of
s
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literature on civie engagemeont and which considers how these forms of

engagement are related (o specific dlimate outcomes. Here, we take a find siep L]

in understanding the material outcomes. of these efforts. Specifically we pro-

vide an overview of climate-relatod activism s a form of civic engagement,
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them change over time, we see clear evidence that this youth-led movement was reoriented by adultled
Our arti these findings suggest iectory of and
its role in a ‘new climate politics’ in America.

Findings from Studying
the Climate Movement:

Activism and engagement takes
many forms (and should)

Activism increasingly includes a
radical flank that is more focused
on disruption (but is not very
radical compared to previous
socials movements).

Although unpopular, the radical
flank of the climate movement
has helped to create issue
salience and mobilize more
participate in moderate
components of the movement

The movement has been very
consistent about motivations but
needs to create community and
true solidarity to expand its base



Recent Research Connecting
Extreme Events and Climate
Action (and research needs)

* Recent studies document how experiencing
Climate-Exacerbated Disaster mitigates partisan
divide (Del Ponte et al. 2025; Chen et al. 2024; see also Garfin et
al. 2024).

* Pilot project post LA Wildfires:

* Aim of adding a social layer to the climate
attribution work

* Goal of understanding support for climate
science and climate action including
engagement

* Preliminary conclusions:

* Some supﬁort for recent research findings but we
need much better methods for sampling and
tracking individuals affected by climate shock (even
in the US)
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