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Piracy. Why even talk about it?

• Guerrilla Open Access is part of the reality of open access.
Most scientific articles are indeed available to the public, for
free… through unauthorized means.

• It is not a secret. Google “how to access pirated articles” or
anything similar. You will get an immediate answer on how to
do it. Several answers, in fact.

• Using platforms that infringe on copyright or access 
restrictions may have legal and ethical implications, but 
they are used by a large number of people anyway.

• Maybe there is something useful to learn here.



Bohannon, J., Who's downloading pirated papers? Everyone.
Science 2016, 352 (6285), 508-512.



Screenshot from https://sci-hub.se 
Accessed Feb 21, 2024

Segado-Boj, F.; Martín-Quevedo, J.; Prieto-Gutiérrez, J.-J.
Jumping over the paywall: Strategies and motivations for scholarly piracy and other alternatives.
Information Development 2022, 02666669221144429.

More than 50% of academics admit using piracy websites in 
order to bypass paywalls for research they want to access.



Sci-Hub has legal issues, right?

Schiermeier, Q. US court grants Elsevier millions in damages from Sci-Hub.
Nature 2017. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature.2017.22196

• Yes. Sci-Hub hosts material without regard to copyright.

• Among many other cases, in 2015, a New York court 
issued a preliminary injunction against Sci-Hub, leading 
to the suspension of its domain. In 2017, Alexandra 
Elbakyan, creator of Sci-Hub, was ordered to pay $15 
million as fallout from a US copyright infringement 
lawsuit brought by Elsevier.

• Except that it is rather challenging to enforce legal 
judgments against entities that operate outside 
traditional legal jurisdictions.



Sci-Hub also has many supporters

Electronic Frontier Foundation - Awards 2023
https://www.eff.org/awards/effawards/2023 - Accessed Feb 21, 2024

http://www.e%EF%AC%80.org/awards/e%EF%AC%80awards/2023
http://www.e%EF%AC%80.org/awards/e%EF%AC%80awards/2023
http://www.e%EF%AC%80.org/awards/e%EF%AC%80awards/2023


Sci-Hub also has many supporters

Screenshot from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandra_Elbakyan 
Accessed Feb 21, 2024



Screenshot from https://sci-hub.se/database 
Accessed Feb 20, 2024

More than 88 million articles 
were stolen by Sci-Hub



https://annas-archive.org/ 
Screenshot: Feb 21, 2024



Is it difficult to store
~100 million PDF files?

As of February 2024,
~$1,500 would be sufficient to 
maintain a personal copy of the 
entire collection of PDF files, 
hypothetically speaking.

https://www.amazon.com/Synology-Bay-2-5-DS620slim-Diskless/dp/B07V6CC4M2
https://www.amazon.com/Dell-Exos-7200RPM-3-5-inch-Enterprise/dp/B0CH1PMX7Q

http://www.amazon.com/Synology-Bay-2-5-DS620slim-Diskless/dp/B07V6CC4M2
http://www.amazon.com/Dell-Exos-7200RPM-3-5-inch-Enterprise/dp/B0CH1PMX7Q


Bohannon, J., Who's downloading pirated papers? Everyone.
Science 2016, 352 (6285), 508-512.

Why do people use Sci-Hub?



https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.352.6285.508

http://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.352.6285.508
http://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.352.6285.508


https://sci-hub.se/https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.352.6285.508

http://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.352.6285.508
http://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.352.6285.508


#iCanHazPDF

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ICanHazPDF

Yes, You Can Haz PDF
Kundu, Suze November 23, 2018 
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/yes-you-can-haz-pdf/

#iCanHazPDF is a hashtag used on social 
media websites to request access to academic 

journal articles which are behind paywalls.



More information: https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/sites/cheezburger



#iCanHazPDF

Caffrey, C.; Gardner, G. J., Fast and Furious (at Publishers):
The Motivations behind Crowdsourced Research Sharing. https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.78.2.131 
College & Research Libraries, [S.l.], v. 78, n. 2, p. 131, apr. 2017. ISSN 2150-6701.

Crowdsourced research sharing takes place across social 
media platforms, including Twitter hashtags such as 
#icanhazpdf, Reddit Scholar, and Facebook.

Findings indicate that the motivations of this community are 
utilitarian or ideological in nature, similar to other peer-to-peer 
file sharing online.



“Those with access to these resources — students, 
librarians, scientists — you have been given a privilege. 
You get to feed at this banquet of knowledge while the 

rest of the world is locked out. But you need not —
indeed, morally, you cannot — keep this privilege for 

yourselves. You have a duty to share it with the world.
And you have: trading passwords with colleagues, filling 

download requests for friends.”

Swartz A. Guerilla Open Access Manifesto. 2008. 
https://archive.org/stream/GuerillaOpenAccessManifesto/ 

Goamjuly2008_djvu.txt



https://www.reddit.com/r/Scholar/
Screenshot: Feb 21, 2024

http://www.reddit.com/r/Scholar/
http://www.reddit.com/r/Scholar/


https://www.wosonhj.com
Screenshot: Feb 21, 2024

http://www.wosonhj.com/


So what did we learn, again?

• Sci-hub became particularly popular because of its ease 
of use.

• Most scientific articles are available to the public through 
unauthorized means. And the damage is already done.

• Guerrilla Open Access is a thing and there are lots of 
enthusiasts and supporters out there.

• It is becoming increasingly easier to store and organize 
large amounts of data.
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