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The responsible use of Geo
after the COVID-19 outbreak



The views expressed during this presentation 
are entirely my own and should in no way be 
attributed to anyone else or as the opinion of any 
organisation.
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Data ?



Mobility Reports



adjective
adjective: ambient location

denoting or relating to a knowledge of location that is continuously accessible.
"A smartphone provides the user with an ambient location service"





Privacy first

Location
History

Differential 
privacy





Privacy
Considerations ?

1. What is the right use of Location History ?

2. How to avoid misleading insights ?

3. What is the appropriate level of granularity ?  

4. Who should have access to the information ?

5. How long should it be available ?



The “new”normal ?

Crowdsourcing 
Crowdedness

Transit System 
Busyness



Exposure notification..







Opt-in !
No Identity !
No Location !





Privacy 
preserving..

● Explicit user consent
● No User or Location Data collected
● Anonymous Keys remain on phone
● Positive test results not shared with other 

users, Google or Apple
● Only available to whitelisted Public Health 

agencies for the duration of the outbreak
● System can be disabled in OS when no 

longer required by Google or Apple







When you break 
glass...



It stays broken !







WANTED - An Ethical Framework...
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Thank you..
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