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Astronomers’ Correction
• Data tables published by an agency 

• originally MASSIVE computational effort…  
• “Correction” to data for astronomical applications 

• not a violation of the Principla of Equivalence…  
• Corrected quietly some decades later 

• Deliberate error - cf Anarchist Cookbook  
• computational modeling outside experimental range 
• contradicted by observations 
• original modeling HARD 
• (much) later trivial to redo and correct 



● 20,000+ per month
● versioned

● ~ 2% in q-bio
● ++ med-ph, Comp Sci

●  Content types
● ab initio models
● data analysis
● data modeling

● very little clinical
● social engineering
● misinformation
● confounders

arXiv:
● Concerns: 
● Normative or not?
● Intent?

● cautionary tales -> how to
● looks ok but is bad
● looks bad but is ok

● easier synthesis
● novel designs
● viral changes
● optimizing epidemiology
● minimizing impact



sometimes it all comes out

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2103.05714



● content instantly duplicated and archived by third parties
● Actions:

● correct; takedown; retract; remove 
● explicit examples of actions - not hypotheticals

● Says who?
● author
● moderator or staff,  including tools
● reader
● legal
● governing authority

Amelioration



● Futile 
● Content is forever

● Everything is a Red Queen Race
● Streisand Effect
● Greater use of AI tools for content scanning

●  It is not always appropriate to correct 
● Errors are expected;  reproduction critical

●  What direction is information flowing…
● discoverability 

●  Open science is worth the risk

Closing the gates…



XXKCD 2085

https://m.xkcd.com/2085/

