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In the United States, progress has been made towards transparency about animal research. A growing number of research organizations, including universities and pharmaceutical companies, are posting information on their websites about how and why animals are studied.  Participation in public outreach initiatives, such as AMP’s Biomedical Research Awareness Day (BRAD), is increasing annually.  In addition, institutions in the U.S. are discussing a possible openness agreement which is an increasing trend globally.
 
Public and private research organizations across Europe have adopted new practices and policies to engage the public on the benefits of animal research.  This approach has been codified into national collective agreements such as the Concordat on Openness on Animal Research in the U.K. and similar transparency agreements in Spain and Portugal. Other European countries such as Belgium, France and Switzerland are also currently considering how they can be part of this new openness initiative.  And recent openness initiatives have begun in Australia and New Zealand.
 
This presentation will overview the global trend on openness about animal research, status of efforts toward greater openness in the United States including the outcome of the 2018 Basel Declaration Society Conference, an open letter published by Speaking of Research in May 2018, the growing participation in BRAD and individual efforts at the institutional level.




Global Openness Efforts
Set of principles by which institutions collectively agree to provide more 

information to the public on animal studies

• UK - Concordat on Openness on Animal Research established 
in 2014

• Spain - Transparency Agreement established in 2016
• Portugal - Transparency Agreement established in 2018
• Belgium - Transparency Agreement launching soon
• Switzerland – Transparency Agreement will be introduced 

soon
• New Zealand/Australia- progress towards a transparency 

agreement
• France/Italy – Having discussions

www.labtour.org
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Spain – EARA - There are now 140 institutions who are part of the Spanish Transparency Agreement, making it the largest in Europe. We are about to publish a second review of the agreement in 2019. This will review how the institutions who are signed up to the agreement have met the commitments 
Portugal – EARA - The Transparency Agreement on Animal Research in Portugal, which follows on from the 2018 Declaration is now ready to be published after consultation. The final document will be sent to all signatories of the 2018 Transparency Declaration. The first review of the Transparency Agreement on Animal Research in Portugal will be carried out towards the end of 2020.
Belgium – EARA - The plan is to finally publicly launch the Belgian Agreement in autumn 2019. It took longer for the Declaration to become a full agreement (long story) but I think we are just about there. The Belgian one involves global pharma companies (part of the reason for the delay) GSK, JnJ, UCB, and Sanofi. But I think we are nearly there.
 Switzerland – EARA  -EARA is part of the small group of organisations co-ordinating the planned Swiss Transparency Agreement on Animal Research (STAAR) project. We have helped steer the direction of this project so that it can be seen as a sister organisation of other existing transparency agreements in Europe. EARA will sit on the small coordinating committee overseeing the agreement. We expect the agreement to introduced to the media in late September. This agreement involves Global Pharma, Italy, French and German speaking Universities (Switzerland is a complex country)
 New Zealand/Australia  - For the past year, since AALAS in Baltimore, EARA has been helping colleagues in New Zealand and Australia a lot with their plans for a Transparency Agreement that will cover both countries. They have carried out a survey of researchers which reveals a strong wish for institutional support for greater openness. They will media launch the survey and their plans for an agreement later this week (I told them to contact you, if they don’t let me know) we have left them with the media release. We will help publicise the release in Europe and we have an informal agreement that EARA will help them with the agreement as it develops.
 
France/Italy – the willingness is there, but they made ( my opinion) the fatal error of going to their Governments and asking them to support this. This makes it a political issue, which inevitably means it can easily get stuck, and they have. But I’m suggesting to those who took this approach that they should create a coalition of the willing, institutions who want to adopt this approach now, and crack on, as we say here and do it.
 
Future Areas – My not so secret wish is to get Germany moving in this direction. I have begun the conversations, and I think EARA is well placed, given our experience of running many agreements at the same time, the value of this approach. I’m also looking to try and get a Scandinavian country to follow this approach, probably Finland.




• Agreed to the concept of a U.S. Animal Research Openness 
Agreement

• Outlined broad principles which included:
 We will enhance our communications about our research that uses 

animals
 We will be clear about how, why and under what circumstances we use 

animals in research.
 We will proactively provide opportunities for the public to learn about 

research with animals.

• Identified potential signatories

https://www.basel-declaration.org
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In this workshop we collaborated to develop a broad set of principles representing specific actions that institutions should take towards transparency regarding animal research programs. A U.S. Animal Research Openness Agreement should build upon the successes of institutions and others already conducting outreach. As a result, the participants:


https://www.basel-declaration.org/


We concluded by identifying next steps which are:

• Form a working group of stakeholders

• Draft the Agreement

• Formulate a process to obtain feedback from potential signatories as 
the draft evolves

A U.S. Openness Agreement will affirm that its signatories will work 
towards meaningful public dialogue concerning animal research through 
practical steps and measurable objectives. We believe a shared 
agreement can be formed across U.S. institutions to engage in 
enhanced proactive and reactive communications about all aspects of 
research.





U.S. Openness Efforts
Momentum picking up
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Over the years there have been institutions that lead efforts on openness – OHSU – media relations, public statements, website, University of Wisconsin – Madison – examples, and those that host tours/programs for students or legislators.  Over the last two years ago momentum began to pick up on moving more formal efforts forward..



BRAD 2016
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-In 2016, 20 of the then 30 AVMA accredited veterinary schools in the US participated in the first Biomedical Research Awareness Day
-Over the next 3 years, BRAD continued to grow – fast forward to 2019…



BRAD 2019
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In 2019, over 200 events spanning 9 countries



BRAD 2019
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We have participants in Puerto Rico, Brazil, France, Dublin, throughout Canada, and even in India! 

The host sites included research institutions, colleges, universities, corporations, veterinary clinics, veterinary technician schools, high schools and even a middle school.  The strength of this program is that it is championed by local advocates, students, early career professionals, and others with a commitment to outreach. 
 




U.S. Openness Efforts
Momentum picking up
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We are also starting to see the perspective of the research community in news coverage….from responding to activist claims or adverse vents to policy changes and advancements in research clearly indicating the role and importance of animal studies.

These news stories are all from 2019

Meadville - Allegheny College student gets 'appropriate disciplinary action' following animal neglect- Ron Cole, the college's provost and dean,
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/allegheny-college-student-gets-appropriate-disciplinary-action-following-animal-neglect/article_4775e554-8d6d-11e9-97ac-63698ddb1ce0.html
The Atlantic – (boston) https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2019/07/groundbreaking-parasite-study-good-news-cats/593779/
Cleveland VA - https://fox8.com/2019/02/14/additional-dogs-set-to-arrive-at-cleveland-va-for-controversial-experiments/
The Baltimore Sun - https://www.baltimoresun.com/education/bs-md-hopkins-monkey-death-20190206-story.html
Nature - https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02715-0



https://animalresearch.wisc.edu/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some institutions have been open about animal research for a long time

https://animalresearch.wisc.edu/


U.S. Openness Efforts
Statements about animal research
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More institutions are also ramping up proactive efforts to communicate with the public about animal studies.
Have a statement about animal research Make it easy to find




U.S. Openness Efforts
Explanations, Images, Videos
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Share why and how animal research is being conducted; 
Provide examples that explain the specific types of research when animals are needed
Provide images and videos of the animals



U.S. Openness Efforts
USDA reports and more
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More institutions are also ramping up proactive efforts to communicate with the public about animal studies.





Thank you!
paula@amprogress.org

202-624-8812
www.amprogress.org

https://www.aoa.org
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We can achieve public support and understanding for the process of biomedical research – we just need to be transparent, to gain their trust, by talking about what we do and joining us in the Come See Our World initiative.

mailto:paula@amprogress.org
http://www.amprogress.org/
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