BOEM g2
Ocean Energy Management

Geodatabase of Benthic Community Habitat in the Gulf of

Mexico .
_ - s .Vv’_ : B b _
g s N Py A B h L
-'—‘_-.’ = ‘Jﬂ,v‘.__-

ﬂl\/leetmg of th fanding ""ﬁm’ltiﬁ Ol ﬁshfbr‘gfméh‘t’\and Assessment S

Jeri Wisman & Alicia Caporaso | Gulf of Mexico Regional Office



280N

20N

BOTN

arTTwW

o5 00w

sarmUW

s300W

a1rorw

seTTW 88 0TW

870w

soaTw
S
b7

& .
S

2
= 5
£,
.

D
L r

B -

/OEM Seafloor Anomaly Classifications (January 2016)
2 plmes EKBO_points

phumes_EM302_400fiam

seep_anomaly_mud_voleanoes

anomaly_confimed_mud_volcanoes

[_] seep_anomaly_gositves
[ seep_anamaiy_postmes,possiie_si
[ seep_snomaiy_posites._confimned_oi
[_] seep_anomaly_negatves
[ seep_anomaly_negatives_possible_od
[ seep_anomaiy_negatves_cenfirmed_oi
] seep_anomaly_confimed_corals
] seep._snomaly_contimes_orgarisms
seep_anomaly_sonfimed_hydrate
] seep_snomaty_contrmes_carbonate
] secp_snomay_sontimed._bured._carbonatd

I . Mies

0510 20 30 40

L BN N Klometers
60 80

Bursni or Qerrn Eurzar Masagreurur

0 10 20 40

2000N

280N

2600N

T
e7emoW

T
o60TW

T
esr00W

ement

T
erroTw

T
000w

BEUTW ss0TW

T
sroew

T
ser0TW




BOEM Information Need

o Inefficient process to document & review benthic features
o Duplication of efforts by SMEs and regional offices when
conducting reviews to identify and document seafloor features
o Need = geospatial tool + process for recording & accessing spatial data
o Allows Larger scale analyses

o Make publicly available for use by other Federal agencies and
stakeholders as well as operators in the GOM OCS

Accurate seafloor info = appropriate mitigations
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* GIS & mapped benthic habitat features in disparate formats, several databases, non-uniform QC,
P o b | em & maintained by different offices

* No standard procedure for reporting/ recording updates

* Gdb for GOM benthic habitat features

* Procedures for reporting/ recording features/ data, QA/QC, maintenance, & publishing

Intervention

CO m pa riSO N No comprehensive geospatial database for benthic habitat features

O utcome Created comprehensive gdb of benthic habitat features

Context NGOM
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o Use spatial
data/ maps of
benthic
features for
mission
critical
activities
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Study Objectives

1. Publishable, working gdb of benthic features

2. Review existing GOMR map features, layers, shapefiles, etc. into gdb
3. Standardize data/ metadata for all feature class layers

4. Develop standard procedures for changes to gdb

5. Public interface for visualization, access, and use
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Methods

o ID benthic habitat features in existing databases & libraries

o Blueprint for the new gdb & draft SOPs for updates

o Inclusive benthic community habitat feature gdb & update SOPs
o Provide tutorial & training
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Research Questions

o N/A
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