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Information to Protect the 
Environment

ÅServes all BOEM regions & programs

ÅAuthorized by Section 20 of the Outer Continental 

Shelf Lands Act

ÅOver $1.25 B provided for research since its 

inception in 1973

ÅAbout $30 M in annual funding

ÅRigorous planning, review, and procurement process :

o Interagency agreements

o Cooperative agreements

o Competitive contracts (FAR)



The Pillars of the 

Environmental Studies 

Program (ESP)



U
s

e
-
In

s
p

ir
e

d

P
a

rt
n

e
ri

n
g

/L
e

v
e

ra
g

in
g

C
re

d
ib

il
it

y
/I

n
te

g
ri

ty

O
u

tr
e

a
c

h
/E

d
u

c
a

ti
o

n



BOEM 
Scientists 

develop, 

oversee 
and manage 

Research 

projects

ESP Business Model

Engage the 

to conduct the science

Scientific 
Community

(academic, government 

& private sector) 

Maintain  Core Expertise 
in numerous scientific disciplines



50 years of environmental 

science & research 

partnering and leveraging 

resources

Partnerships

Subcommittee on 

Ocean Science & Technology

Interagency Working Group 

on Ocean Partnerships



Criteria for 

Study 

Development 

and Approval



Need for 

Information 
in BOEM 
Decision -

Making

Contribution to 

Existing Knowledge

Research 

Concept, Design, 
and Methodology 

Cost-Effectiveness

Leveraging 

Funds 

Partnerships

Multi -

Regional and 
Strategic 

Utility 



NOV JUN JUL OCT NOV DEC

Study profile 

development

JANDEC FEB MAR APR MAY AUG SEP

Release Study 

Development 
Plan (SDP)

NASEM 

review

Project ranking 

and selection

Begin procurement 

of studies on 
National Studies List

Release 

National 
Studies List

Study Pro fi le  Development,  Approva l ,  & Rev iew Process

Request 

stakeholder 
input

Study profile 

internal 
review



What is BOEMõs 
Studies 
Development 
Plan?

Å Annual strategic planning document

ÅOutlines ESPõs scientific direction

ÅIdentifies information needs

ÅPrioritizes research for upcoming two fiscal 

years

ÅRepresents priority science needs of all 

regions and programs

Å External communication tool

Å Serves as the foundation of the annual 

National Studies List



SDP Decision Context

Upcoming Decisions

Current/Relevant 

Issues

NEPA/Consultation 

Information Needs

Region/Program 

Science Strategy
Proposed Studies



FY 2025ð2026 SDP

Å53 proposed studies

Å Alaska Regional Office:  5

Å Gulf of Mexico Regional Office: 8

Å Marine Minerals Program: 8

Å Office of Environmental Programs: 17 

Å Office of Renewable Energy Programs: 7

Å Pacific Regional Office: 8



ESP priorities

ÅRenewable Energy (23 proposed 

studies)

ÅEnvironmental monitoring / 

cumulative effects (30)

ÅInnovative technologies or 

techniques (16)

FY 2025ð2026 SDP

Stakeholder and partner input

Å18 proposed studies have external input

ÅExternal stakeholders (13)

ÅFederal partners (6)


