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Mission
Support the shared work and vision of the 

coastal states and territories for the protection, 
conservation, responsible use, and sustainable 
economic development of the nation’s coastal 

resources



In 1972, Congress enacted the Coastal Zone 
Management Act to protect, restore, and manage the 
use of coastal resources to ensure long-term viability 

of these economically vital places.



Coastal Management 
Today



Coastal Management 
Today

Core Program Management Federal Consistency

Program Enhancement Nonpoint Pollution Control



Funding provided under:
● 306
● 307a
● 309



Federal Consistency
• A voice for coastal states & communities on activities that impact lives and livelihoods

• Balance competing uses for ocean and coastal resources

• Early coordination to avoid conflict, strengthen project designs, and align state and 
federal review processes

Scope

• Reasonably foreseeable effects on coastal uses or resources 

• Federal agency activities, federal permits, OCS plans, federal funding

Process

• Proponent certifies consistency with state’s enforceable policies

• State opportunity to review: concurrence, conditional concurrence, or objection

• Agency activities: Consistent to the maximum extent practicable (federal agency 
decides)

• Permits & OCS Plans: Fully consistent (opportunity to appeal to Commerce Secretary)

Tr
av

er
se

 C
ity

, M
I. 

N
. P

er
ez

, 2
01

8.



Questions?

Derek Brockbank
dbrockbank@coastalstates.org
www.coastalstates.org 



Brief History
Coastal Zone Management Act and Coastal States Organization 

1966
Marine Resources & 
Engineering Development 
Act signed into federal law

1968
First conference of 
maritime states in 
Miami, Florida

1969
Annual Governor’s Conference endorsed 
creation of a coastal states organization.

Stratton Commission issued “Our Nation and 
the Sea” report.

1970
Delegates of 22 coastal states met and drew 
up and passed articles or organization and a 
resolution

1972
The Coastal Zone 
Management Act 
signed into federal law



CSO Structure

Membership Governance
Governor-appointed 

Coastal Zone Management 
Representative from each 
coastal State, Territory, or 

Commonwealth

Executive Committee 
made up of Elected Chair, 
Vice Chair, Treasurer, Past 

Chair, and Regional 
Representatives

Staff
Executive Director, 

permanent staff, and 
fellows



CSO Functions

● Help states and territories 
maintain a leadership role in 
developing federal level coastal 
policy

● Keep states attuned with 
developments in federal policy

● Conduct education and outreach 
on coast issues with the U.S. 
Congress and federal agencies

● Provide a collaboration platform 
for the network of coastal 
management practitioners

● Support state and territory work 
groups to implement initiatives 
and address topics of national 
interest



CSO Workgroups

● Coastal Hazards 
Planning &  
Adaptation

● Offshore Energy & 
Infrastructure

● Coastal Nonpoint 
Source Pollution

● Coastal Erosion
● Communications
● Legal Council



CSO Partnerships



CZMA 
Modernization &
Reauthorization
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