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Who we are
&

What we do
• One of 11 national NOAA 

CAP/RISA teams

• Use-inspired climate adaptation 

science

• Island-based, globally relevant

• A trusted source of regional 

climate information 

• Fully funded by NOAA since 2010
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Pacific RISA Research
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Pacific RISA Research
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What binds the research 
to social change
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Co-production

pacificrisa.org

Involving project partners who are the
ultimate users of information in all 

aspects of research design, 
development, and outputs



One co-production journey
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Co-production & 
engagement: 

Tending a garden

• Patience, persistence, presence

• Genuine relationships

• Team champions on diverse issues



Attributes that led to 
impacts

• Sustained interactions

• Non-extractive co-development

• Transdisciplinary collaboration

• Sensitive to external context

• Flexible and nimble grant

• Creative thinking 

• Unconventional partnerships

• Responsive to emerging factors

• Value applied science, non-peer reviewed outputs

• Testimony, community engagement, indicator 

dashboards, decision support tools



Co-production & 
engagement for 
ocean solutions

• Broad-ranging transdisciplinary collaboration

• Highly international

• Long-term engagement from inception to 

implementation



5 ideas for NSF

1. Meaningful & sustained engagement

2. Flexible & nimble grants

3. Applied science partners & non-academic PIs

4. Detailed pathways to broader impacts

5. Broad evaluation



Mahalo
Kirsten L.L. Oleson

Professor of Ecological Economics

Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Management

University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa

koleson@hawaii.edu 

mailto:koleson@hawaii.edu

