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Scope
The International Science Initiative in the Russian Arctic (ISIRA) is  a Russian and international 
cooperative initiative to assist Arctic science and sustainable development in the Russian Arctic.

ISIRA´ s  objec tives  inc lude :

• Initiating planning of multinational research programs that address specific key scientific problems 
in the Russian Arctic;

• Providing a forum for linking on-going or planned bilateral projects;

• Facilitating improved scientific access to the Russian Arctic;

• Advising on funding and implementation of projects.



• The present political s ituation is  not instrumental in active implementation of the ISIRA’s objectives

•  Some developments in the Arctic Council may be encouraging (on February 28, 2024, consensus 
was reached for the gradual resumption of official Working Group meetings in a virtual format, 
enabling project-level work to further advance)

• However, the absence of Russian participants  in the ISIRA meetings up to date makes the progress 
in achieving the ISIRA’s objectives practically impossible

Critical Issues Being Discussed
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Why is it 
important?



• There is  practically no activities  within our working group at this  moment

• However, there are some projects  where the western scientists  continue to work in or near the 
Russian Arctic with or without collaboration with the Russian scientists. Just to mention some:

• NABOS
• Siberian Distributed Biological Observatory (S-DBO)
• Global Terrestrial Network for Permafrost (GTN-P)
• Circum-Polar Active Layer Monitoring project (CALM)

• There is  a strong desire from both sides to find the way to continue, to resume, or to establish new 
collaborative scientific projects  in the Russian Arctic. 

Current Projects/Activities
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• Participating in the ICARP IV process. RPT4 (International cooperation and science diplomacy) 
would like to take ISIRA as a case study

• There are many ideas, activities  and initiatives that are in development now on both Western 
and Russian sides. Just some examples:

Future Directions?

International Science Initiative in the Russian Arctic (ISIRA)

It is a long and difficult conversation. Maybe PRB would like to be involved?
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