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Community and 
Watershed Resilience 
Program
• Program elements work together 

• Tracking local and statewide 
program benefits

• Goals:
• Resilience and recovery

• Link environmental goals and 
economic development

• Overcome economic barriers

• Replicable model



Outline

• Evolution of California’s Climate Change Assessments
• Policy drivers and policy outcomes 

• Audiences and users 

• Opportunities and Challenges for Sustaining Assessment Processes

• Looking ahead 



Evolution of California’s Assessment 

2006

• FIRST CALIFORNIA CLIMATE CHANGE ASSESSMENT 
• Understanding statewide impacts of climate change 

• Supporting policies to reduce GHG emissions, adoption of the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006

2009

• SECOND CALIFORNIA CLIMATE CHANGE ASSESSMENT
• Assessing sector-specific climate change impacts

• Evaluating and informing the benefit of adaptation actions

2012

• THIRD CALIFORNIA CLIMATE CHANGE ASSESSMENT
• Improved understanding of the vulnerability of human and natural systems, including two pilot regional studies 

• Contributed to passage new climate adaptation laws

2018

•FOURTH CALIFORNIA CLIMATE CHANGE ASSESSMENT
• Designed to support adaptation at the state, regional, and local level

• Includes 9 regional reports



Policy Drivers and Outcomes
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Assessment Audiences 



Opportunity: Accessibility and Usability 



Cal-Adapt Supports Planning at the 
State and Local Level



Challenge: Accessibility 

• Meeting multiple user needs

• Diversifying and sustaining 
funding

• Institutionalization 



Assessment Audiences 



People are Central 

• Governance challenges 
• Jurisdictional relationships

• Cascading events 

• Disparities and equity
• Capacity 

• Resources 



Looking Ahead 

Evolving Research Needs 

• Cross-sectoral analyses

• Social dimensions of change and 
action 

• Actionable information 

• Climate justice and equity 

Focus on Assessment to Action 

• Integration of climate impacts 
into planning
• State level

• Local level 

• Evaluation and monitoring of 
progress


