
NONPROLIFERATION POLICY
Develops approaches and strategies to address 
emerging nonproliferation and arms control 
challenges and opportunities.

NUCLEAR VERIFICATION
Support negotiation of and implement agreements and 
associated monitoring regimes to verifiably reduce nuclear 
weapons and nuclear programs.

NUCLEAR EXPORT CONTROLS
Build domestic and international capacity to implement 
export control obligations.

INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS
Build capacity of the international atomic energy agency 
and partner countries to implement international 
safeguards obligations.

10/5/2021 1

International Safeguards 
Agreements

National Academies of Sciences
October 5, 2021

Kevin D Veal, Ph.D.
Director, Office of International Nuclear Safeguards



INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS

10/5/2021 2

What are IAEA Safeguards?
• Safeguards are measures applied by the IAEA to 

ensure a country's exclusively peaceful use of 
nuclear material and facilities.​

• IAEA Safeguards focuses on state-sponsored 
proliferation

• Nuclear facilities that are exported internationally 
will likely be subject to IAEA verification
 All parties to the NPT agree to require 

international safeguards be applied to nuclear 
material and equipment transferred to non-nuclear 
weapon States (NNWS)

IAEA safeguards is a treaty requirement 
undertaken by countries that enables the IAEA to 

independently verify that a country is not diverting 
nuclear material from declared activities.

Comprehensive Safeguards 
Agreement (INFCIRC/153)
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Issues to Consider for Designers/Vendors/Licensees
CSA’s
• Provision of early design information, and design changes
• Receiving Design Information Verification visits by IAEA
• Hosting C/S and measurement equipment in the facility
• Receiving inspections at facilities (records, measurements, instruments)

AP’s
• R&D not involving nuclear material (gov’t and private research)
• Mfg of certain declarable components
• Imports/exports of certain nuclear-use equipment
• Receiving short-notice Complementary Access visits to relevant locations
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Information Flow

Designer/Vendor/ 
Licensee

• Information 
about
• Design
• Operations
• Material 

accountancy
• Mfg and 

procurements

State Authority

• Design 
information 
questionnaire

• Process 
information

• Nuclear material 
inventory/change 
reports

• Other relevant 
declarations

IAEA

• DIV
• Inspections
• Containment/ 

Surveillance
• NM 

measurements
• Complementary 

Access

• SG Conclusions



INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS

10/5/2021 7

For Exports Overseas, Vendors Would be Expected to:

• Abide by all U.S. laws and regulations, including, where 
appropriate, the implementation of IAEA safeguards pursuant 
to United States-IAEA safeguards agreements

• Provide timely SG-relevant information, including, design 
information, cooperative R&D being undertaken, ex/im, NM 
inventory/process information, etc. to the regulatory authority 
in the importing State

• Cooperate with the regulatory authority in the importing State 
to meet their domestic and international obligations, including 
hosting domestic and IAEA inspections



Thank you for your attention!
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Kevin Veal
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