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What is the Science Philanthropy Alliance?

A networked community of 36 funders

who work together on a common mission:

“To advance scientific discovery through visionary philanthropy”

The members act as champions and advisers to other philanthropists 
and share promising practices. They fund SPA staff. 

SPA staff recruit new philanthropists to fund basic science.

The Alliance staff roles: Advise, Connect, Inform, Convene



From:  Robert W. Conn. “ Why Philanthropy is America’s Unique Research Advantage”.  ISSUES in Science and Technology. July 2021. 
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Presenting today



The method: Invest in fundamental, early-stage, discovery science

Of note: Discovery and its uses co-evolve and are entangled

The result: The investment can replicate, yielding outsized returns

What does the Alliance invest in?

Quantum representation Molecular biology representation



HOW WE HELP PHILANTHROPISTS

7

 Customized Services

 Connecting with other funders,

 Advising with our science experts

 Analyzing funding landscape

 Developing mission and vision

 Developing strategy

 Crafting partnerships

 Evaluating funding model structures

 Vetting proposals

 Identifying gaps in research funding

 Informing about R&D trends

 Convening workshops and events





Sources of funds for basic R&D at
Universities and Research Institutes,
and relative support of disciplines
-- data from NSF/NCSES



Impact

Nobel prizes

Ghez

Arnold

Doudna

Historical Funding Support





Philanthropy has a role in envisioning 
science for the future 

Science philanthropists can be “architects” of a new future, one in 
which humanity continues to benefit from science discoveries1

How?
1. Build up science infrastructure, including new funding models, 

new institutes
2. Invest for the long term in high-risk-high-promise research 
3. Support new generations of potential discoverers
4. Promote public engagement and trust in science
5. Scale efforts through partnerships, open science 
6. Engage with an international community 

1From France Cordova in Issues in S&T, Aug. 12, 2021
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