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Congress Loves Decadal Surveys

• It’s not just Astronomy

• Now have decadal surveys in all NASA science fields

• And in other arenas
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How We Got Here - Astrophysics Flagships Over the Decades
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Gemini: Gemini/NSF/AURA; ALMA:C. Padilla, NRAO/AUI/NSF; Rubin:RubinObs/NOIRLab/SLAC/NSF/DOE/AURA 



NASA reads report and says: "Alrighty!  Here's the money! Go for it!" $Policy & funding framework Federal Budget cycle
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basic assumption: no one constituency has a monopoly on wisdom
The US founders purposely created a “Rube Goldberg like” system 
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It takes sustained effort

• Annual Visits

• Updates on Progress

• A champion (or champions) helps immensely



President’s 
Budget Request

Actual Funding 
Provided By 
Congress

Notes

FY 2015 $14 million $50 million

Congress added funds to jump startFY 2016 $14 million $90 million
FY 2017 $90 million $105 million
FY 2018 $126.6 million $150 million
FY 2019 0 $312.2 million

Budget proposes cancellation, but 
Congress restores funding 

FY 2020 0 $510.7 million
FY 2021 0 $505.2 million
FY 2022 $501.6 million $501.6 million

Budget = AppropriationsFY 2023 $482.2 million $482.2 million
FY 2024 $407.3 million $407.3 million
FY 2025 $384 million ??

Roman – A Case Study



What Are Folks on the Hill Saying?
• Don’t temper ambition

• But be realistic about costs

• Reaffirm priority of previous recommendations

• Make the decision rules clear

• Spell Out Policy Proposals

• Understand the context
o Congressional priorities
o New Models (servicing, in-space assembly, partnerships)



Things You Need the Agencies to Do

• Be ambitious.  Be concrete.

o and include a future decadal wedge in budget

• Include Decadal Priorities in Budgets

o Easier for Congress if they don’t start at zero

• Tell you how you can help – and with whom



Questions

Jean Toal Eisen, AURA
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