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Maunakea hosts the highest scientific impact 

concentration of telescopes in the world.

Canada France Hawaiʻi Telescope

Caltech Submillimeter Observatory  (decomm’d 2024)

Gemini-N

Hōkū Keʻa  (decommʻd 2024)

NASA Infra Red Telescope Facility

James Clerk Maxwell Telescope (operated by EAO)

W. M. Keck Observatory, Keck I and II

Subaru Telescope

Sub Millimeter Array

University of Hawaiʻi 88-inch

United Kingdom Infra Red Telescope

Very Long Baseline Array

Ric Noyle



2019 TMT Protest

Nāʻālehu Anthony



Google
Data LDEO-Columbia, NSF, NOAA
Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO
Landsat / Copernicus
Data MBARI

Maunakea



Recognizing the need for active, up-front, and 

sustained engagement with local and Indigenous 

communities, the survey committee recommends the 

implementation of a Community Astronomy model 

of engagement… The goal for such an approach is 

to advance scientific research while also respecting, 

empowering, and benefitting local communities.

– Astro2020, 1.5.2 Foundational Activities



A reformation of the stewardship of Mauna Kea 

is an issue of the highest priority in the State.

- Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes §195H-1

T. Ilihia Gionson
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Ethan Tweedie



It is declared that the support of 

astronomy… is a policy of the State.

- Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes §195H-8(a)

T. Ilihia Gionson
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Current State

Unstable Equilibrium
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Ideal Future State

Stable Equilibrium

T. Ilihia Gionson



Listen And 

Empower

Aim To Do 

Good For All

Invest In The 

Future Together

Advancing Astro2020 Community Astronomy Principles

Andrew Richard Hara

KeckKeck
MKFRP



Conclusion: NSF, NASA, DOE, facility managing organizations, 
project consortia, individual institutions, and other stakeholders 
can work to build partnerships with Indigenous and local 
communities that are more functional and sustained through a 
Community Astronomy approach, and by increasing the modes of 
engagement and funding for: (i) meaningful, mutually beneficial 
partnerships with Indigenous and local communities, (ii) culturally 
supported pathways for the inclusion of Indigenous members 
within the profession, and (iii) true sustainability, preservation, 
and restoration of sites. 

- Astro2020, 3.4.1 The Model of Community Based Science 
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