
THE PRINCIPLES THAT COSPAR
ADHERES TO IN PURSUIT OF ITS 
MISSION

 •COSPAR promotes scientific research in space at an international 
level, with emphasis on the exchange of results, information, and 
opinions, and provides a forum, open to all scientists.

 •COSPAR endeavors to ensure that a vibrant international space 
research effort can be conducted without impediment from 
geopolitical tensions or differences.

 •COSPAR requires that presentations at its meetings and publications 
in its journals are the result of scientific research that was conducted 
with the highest ethical standards.

 •COSPAR discloses any financial support that might be perceived as 
influencing its activities or positions it might advocate.

 •COSPAR promotes diversity and gender equality in all of its 
activities and will not tolerate any form of discrimination or 
harassment.

 •COSPAR encourages meaningful roles in all activities for younger 
scientists, who are the future of international space research.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
COSPAR

 COSPAR expresses its deep dismay and concern regarding the 
invasion of Ukraine by Russia and the resulting grave humanitarian 
crisis. 

 COSPAR reaffirms its long-standing position that science is a 
platform for dialogue even in times of profound geopolitical 
conflict, and therefore a resource on which to capitalize to restore 
and preserve peace. 

 COSPAR states that our capacity to work collaboratively on global 
challenges such as climate change and space research is only 
equal to our capacity to maintain strong collaboration amidst 
geopolitical turmoil. The isolation and exclusion of important 
scientific communities is detrimental to all. 

 COSPAR pledges to advance equal participation and 
collaboration between scientists from all countries in its activities 
and to adhere to its principle that all of its activities are conducted 
with the highest ethical standards. 
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THE FIRST TWO CLAUSES OF THE 
ARTICLE IX OF THE UN OUTER SPACE 
TREATY

 “In the exploration and use of outer space, including 
the Moon and other celestial bodies, States Parties to 
the Treaty shall be guided by the principle of co-
operation and mutual assistance and shall conduct 
all their activities in outer space, including the Moon 
and other celestial bodies, with due regard to the 
corresponding interests of all other States Parties to 
the Treaty.” 

 “States Parties to the Treaty shall pursue studies of 
outer space, including the Moon and other celestial 
bodies, and conduct exploration of them so as to 
avoid their harmful contamination and also adverse 
changes in the environment of the Earth resulting from 
the introduction of extraterrestrial matter and, where 
necessary, shall adopt appropriate measures for this 
purpose.”  
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THE THIRD CLAUSE OF ARTICLE IX 
OF THE UN OUTER SPACE TREATY

 “If a State Party to the Treaty has reason to believe that an 
activity or experiment planned by it or its nationals in 
outer space, including the Moon and other celestial 
bodies, would cause potentially harmful interference with 
activities of other States Parties in the peaceful 
exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon 
and other celestial bodies, it shall undertake appropriate 
international consultations before proceeding with any 
such activity or experiment.  A State Party to the Treaty 
which has reason to believe that an activity or experiment 
planned by another State Party in outer space, including 
the Moon and other celestial bodies, would cause 
potentially harmful interference with activities in the 
peaceful exploration and use of outer space, including 
the Moon and other celestial bodies, may request 
consultation concerning the activity or experiment.” 
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