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Important context for my remarks:
While I’m am the Executive Director of the Commercial Spaceflight Federation, I’m here speaking broadly on behalf of the industry as a member of the NASA Planetary Protection Independent Review Board (PPIRB), not on behalf of CSF.




Thank you, BPS Committee for including 
Decadal Stakeholder Perspectives!
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The private space sector is enabling 
great science in Suborbital



The private space sector is enabling 
great science in LEO



2011 Report: lack of funds and access
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2011 Report: vision, dedication…but, still 
need regular, reliable, and low-cost 

access
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Industry can help drive innovation and 
help lower costs = increased 

opportunities for more science
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Questions from the BPS Committee

• How the private space sector views the Decadal?
• How private space sector used the last Decadal? 
• How private space sector are likely to use this Decadal?
• What are the issues that this decadal will tackle that have special relevance to the 

private space industry, and are there industry resources/data/tools that might be useful 
to the decadal committees?



In General
● At a time when a growing number of U.S. commercial space companies are providing cost-effective and 

frequent access to space for civil, commercial, and national security payloads, it is critical that NASA 
fully utilize these game-changing capabilities to meet its scientific mission needs.

● The Decadal has an enormous influence on NASA and the future. 
● If NASA is to fully utilize the game-changing capabilities to meet its scientific mission needs, it’s 

important for the Decadal to be informed and supportive, and for commercial to be the same.



How can we continue to improve?
More of this. Increase Communication, 

Empathy, Understanding, & Recognition of our 
shared goals. 



Thank you!
Tommy Sanford

Tommy@commercialspaceflight.org
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