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The process of psychological “inoculation”

The vaccine

A) Affective basis: 
“Warning of impending threat”

B) Cognitive basis: 
“Refutational preemption” 

Psychological
Inoculation

Increased resistance
to future exposure and 
persuasion attempts

Triggers production of 
mental “antibodies”

Through internal rehearsal



A psychological vaccine against fake news



A psychological vaccine against fake news



The Fake News Game: Bad News! (fakenewsgame.org)



The Fake News Game (www.getbadnews.com)



The Fake News Game: Six Badges





END Game



Results so far



Results so far (N = 30,000, n = 15,000)

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-019-0279-9



Melisa Basol

d = 0.60

Confidence judgments (n = 197)



d = 0.50

Melisa Basol

Confidence judgments (n = 197)



Preregistered randomized replication (n = 150)

Rakoen Maertens

Maertens et al JEP:A (2020).



Bad News Around the World: A Global Vaccination Program

Welcome to Sweden!



Bad News Around the World: A Global Vaccination Program

d = 0.37



Go Viral!



Join this Group



Bad Vaxx



Harmony Square



Harmony Square



Conclusion

Thank you
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