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Background

= March 2020: Problems identified within
osteopathic medical education

There were challenges to continuing clinical
medical student education during the
pandemic

There was a need to describe a meaningful
and safe role for medical students within the
healthcare system response to the pandemic

There were unmet public, community, and
mental health needs arising out of the crisis

There was an understandably reactive
posture among hospital leaders and public
officials wanting to add medical students to
the pandemic response

There was no organized response to the
pandemic in terms of the medical student
workforce at the system level

These issues went well beyond medical
education and were impacting the entire
health education system
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Today, mostly cloudy, high 50. Te-
night, cloudy, rain late, low 4. To-
morrow, windy, very mild, clouds,
rain early then afternoon sun, high
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A drive-through testing station in Denver on Wednesday as the effects of the coronavirus pandemic began to come into stark relief.

A Global Chorus of Responses, Without Harmony or a Conductor

British prime minister rolled out
By MARK LANDLER anearly $40 billion rescue pack-
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o e e As the tall of those afflicted by
navirus could trig- the virus continwed to soar and
et an econamnie financial markets from Tokyo to
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of 2008. In Berlin, world leaders are finally starting
the German chan- to find their voices about the
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A Bafﬁm.g Virus Results
in a Leadership Void

a cacophony — a dissonant hab-
bile of politicians all struggling. in
their own way, to cope with the
manifald challenges posed by the
virus, from its crushing burden
on hospitals and health care
workers [0 its economic devasta-

Colleges Tell Students to Pack and Go, but Some Can’t Go Home

By ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS
The day after colleges across
the country suspended classes
over fears of the coronavirus, Abi-
gall Lockhart-Calpito, a freshman
from San Antonio, ran across the
Harvard campus rying to get an-
SWers.
Her lectures were being re-

nlaced bv anline classes. Her resi-

tion and rising death toll

The choir also lacks a conduc-
tor, a roke played through most of
the post-World War 11 era by the
United States.

President Trump has failed 1o
work with other leaders to fash-
lon & common response, prefer-
ring to promote his border wall
over the scientific advice of his
own medical experts. In an Oval
Office address on Wednesday
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for 30 Days, but Excludes the UK.
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1. Enable students to move 2. Create meaningful
forward on their clinical education opportunities for students with
path while traditional methods of valuable skills and knowledge to

learning are disrupted help during the pandemic

The Initial Concept




The Osteopathic Philosophy §
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Students Assist America Approach

Public Health Community Health Mental Health



Expanding to 11 Organizations
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https://www.aacom.org/
https://www.aavmc.org/
https://www.aacp.org/
https://www.aspph.org/
https://optometriceducation.org/
https://www.aacom.org/
https://www.apa.org/
https://www.aacnnursing.org/
https://www.adea.org/
https://www.cswe.org/

What Can We Learn
From Each Other?

* Online pedagogy best
practices

* Content: COVID-19, Mental
Health, Public Health

* Curricula: replacing clinical
rotations with distance
learning

e PPE access

e Student/faculty safety
protocols

e Student anxiety: creating
sense of control and agency

e Community health:
meaningful clinical
experiences and related
activities through SAA
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Health Footprint

of Pandemic
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/ and morbidity of

COVID-19

25t Wave
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. 1,1 restriction on urgent
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15t Wave Tail
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3d Wave

Impact of
interrupted care on
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Where Could

Students Fit in
the Cycle of a
Pandemic?




And What Could We Do with 1,000,000 Extra Sets of Hands?
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1. No-contact
2. Low-risk
3. PPE required




The Greatest Impact?
Expand the Vaccination
Workforce

“It’s great to have a vaccine, but
vaccines don’t save lives.
Vaccinations save lives. And that
means you’ve got to get that vaccine
into people’s arms all over this
country.”

- Ron Klain, Chief of Staff to
President-elect Joe Biden
Nov. 15, 2020




An Expanded Vaccination Workforce:
3 Steps to Success

Gubernatorial Action Priority access to COVID- Federal Leadership
19 vaccine for health Focused MRC Recruitment

Institutional pllfofesr,lons. students in CDC expanded definition of
CliniCa settmgs vaccine “provider”

agreements
Biden-Harris COVID-19 Task
Force coordination

Liability waivers




Lessons Learned

PPE access (priority #1)

Address liability (priority #2)

National, replicable approach to pandemic response not possible

Medical Reserve Corps inconsistently positioned across states/communities
Mental health warrants higher priority

H1N1 experience valuable

Bias against certain providers/students preventing greater mass vaccination
HPE should integrate public health and vice versa

Commitment to work interprofessionally is real
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Looking Ahead: an Opportunity for Imprinting

Creating Interprofessional Community Health and Wellness Teams

Other (Nursing, Pharmacy, Dental, etc.)

Public Health

A Social Work/Psychology Student

PA Student

Team Leader ‘

Medical Reserve Corps
State Department of Health
National Guard
Other

Medical Student



Conclusion: Students across the health
professions can contribute in expanded ways to
the U.S. healthcare system in times of both
crisis and stability
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